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On the Comparison of Aesthetic Imagery in
Gardens, Perspective and Cultural Convergence

Zhang Zu-qun (Beijing Institute of Technology)

Abstract: In the process of human civilization,
two types of traditional Chinese gardens and Western
classical gardens emerged simultancously, both
reflecting their respective cultural genes. From the
perspective of comparative cultural studies, this paper
compares the differences in basic structure, image
expression, and generation mechanism between
traditional Chinese gardens and Western classical
gardens based on aesthetic imagery. The aesthetic
differences between Chinese and Western gardens
can be summarized as natural beauty and artificial
beauty, artistic conception beauty and formal beauty,
personification of nature and personification of nature,
ambiguity and clarity, emergence and entry into the
world, emphasis on emotions and rationality. Seeking
common ground while reserving differences, humanity
is also a whole. Eastern gardens have evolved from
“learning from nature” to “drawing inspiration from
the heart”, and both the East and the West have
moved towards the creation of artistic conception.
The convergence of aesthetic concepts and mentality
between the two also reflects the convergence of human
environmental art aesthetics.

Key Words: traditional Chinese gardens, Western
classical gardens, Aesthetic imagery, Comparative
Cultural Studies, Cultural convergence



