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Popular Confucianism: “Conscience-will
Governing Inward Sageliness and Outward
Kingliness” Brief Explanation (I)

Liu Zhou (member of the International Confucian
Association)

Abstract: The opening poem of Popular
Confucianism states: “Tolerance leads to greatness,
broad-mindedness embraces all; converging with the
ultimate Dao defines Confucianism, gathering this
culture forms its study; one diagram encompasses all
principles, myriad truths bloom fragrantly, the cosmos
clear and pure eternally admired, majestic harmony
overflowing throughout the world.” The foundation
of Confucianism lies in human conscience-will
(Liangzhiyizhi), and its theoretical basis is the theory
of conscience-will (Liangzhiyizhi). The philosophical
methodological basis of the theory of conscience-
will (Liangzhiyizhi) is onto-hermeneutics, building
upon the philosophical assertions of Chung-Ying
Cheng’s onto-hermeneutics. The term “conscience-
will (Liangzhiyizhi)” was coined by Liu Zhou based
on Mencius and Wang Yangming’s ideas of “liangzhi”

(innate knowledge) and Mr. Chung-Ying Cheng’s
discourse on the “humane good will” and “good free
will” inherent in human nature. It is a new term used to
describe Confucianism and the ontology of humanity
and the world. Conscience-will (Liangzhiyizhi) refers
to the will of conscience (liangzhi: liang meaning
good or perfect; zhi meaning wisdom. Thus, liangzhi
denotes the inherently perfection-oriented instinctive
wisdom of humans, serving as a source; will refers to
unalterable dynamic consciousness, the force emitted
by conscience). Conscience-will (Liangzhiyizhi) is
the origin of human thought and consciousness and
the initial driving force of human behavior. It is the
innate intention of life and the impulsive force and
its movement tendency, the natural foundation of all
emotions and desires. It is the root and ontology of
all Confucian teachings, as well as the ontology of
humanity and the universe.

Key Words: Popular Confucianism, conscience-
will (Liangzhiyizhi), inward sageliness and outward
kingliness, onto-hermeneutics, Ontological Sense-
responsive Hermeneutics
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