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The Concept of God in the Context of Chinese
Language during the Tang Dynasty Nestorian
Christianity

Zang Chuanhai (The Central Institute of
Socialism, Shandong Theological Seminary)

Abstract: This article focuses on the Nestorian
Christian texts from the Tang Dynasty and constructs
the concept of God during the Tang Dynasty. Nestorian
Christianity had a rich interpretation of God, not only
using the wisdom tradition from the Bible to argue
the concept of monotheism, but also incorporating
elements of Confucianism, Buddhism, and Taoism
to form a Chinese interpretation of the concept of
trinity. When discussing God, Nestorian Christianity
used concise language, with the main focus not on the
philosophical arguments of the “Logos-Existence” but
on different ways to express the “iconography” of God
within the Chinese language context. The expression
“iconography to realization” in understanding the
concept of God’s creation also shows a distinctively
Chinese theological color.

Key Words: Nestorian Christianity, concept of
God, monotheism, trinity, “iconography to realization”



