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An Analysis of the Cultural Connotation of
Christian Liturgical Elements: Using Emile
Durkheim’s Sacred Field and Gilles Deleuze's
Structural Symbolism as Theoretical Frameworks

Li Baijia (Xiamen University)

Abstract: Christian liturgy represents the
external manifestation of Christian believers’ worship
of God, as well as a devout expression of their inner
faith in Him. It is an outgrowth of the core of faith,
and in the faith life of Christians, elements such
as the divine word, time, space, and symbols often
serve as the means and content of their worship
of God. This article first explores the cultural and
theological significance of liturgical elements such
as the divine word, sacred time, liturgical space,
and tangible symbols, revealing their core status in
Christian faith. Subsequently, it attempts to analyze

the core doctrines, theological ideas, and church
traditions embedded in Christian liturgy from the
perspectives of Emile Durkheim's “sacred field” and
Gilles Deleuze’s “structural symbolism,” in order to
uncover the historical significance, faith interpretation,
cultural connotation, and social functions within
Christian liturgical space. Finally, combining modern
transformation and indigenous exploration, the
article discusses the changes and challenges faced by
Christian liturgical space in contemporary society.
Christian liturgy is not only an external expression
of faith but also an important carrier for believers
to encounter God, facilitate social integration, and
transmit culture.

Key Words: Christian Liturgy, Sacred Field,
Structural Symbolism, Social Function, Cultural
Connotation
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