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From Chinese Theology to Constructing the Unity
of Heaven-Man Philosophy: Integrating Tang Junyi
and Cheng Chung-ying’s Neo-Confucianism into
Chinese Theology (Part II)

Leung In-sing (Editor-in-Chief, Cultural
China)

Abstract: Continuing from the previous article
of “Constructing the Unity of Heaven-Man Philosophy
through Chinese Theology” (Part 1), Leung further
explores the pathways of convergence between Neo-
Confucianism and Chinese theology. Beginning from
onto-hermeneutics, Cheng Chung-ying critiques the
over-Hellenized construction of Christian theology
and advocates a return to the faith’s primeval form,
thereby revealing the intrinsic limitations of Western
rationalized theology. Vincent Shen proposes a “de-

Hellenization” methodology seeking to reconstruct
biblical revelation through Chinese modes of thought
and to establish an indigenous theological framework
Chinese theology.

Centered on the concepts of “rapport-onto-
hermeneutics” and “relational metaphysics,” the
article integrates the “mysterious spirit” (shen) of the
Yijing, Confucian benevolence, and Christian doctrines
of the Trinity, sin, and redemption. Ultimate reality
is interpreted as a dynamic, communicative, and
life-generating “Tao-personified-Shangdi”. On this
basis, the study develops a holistic ethics grounded
in rapport dynamics and an ontological network
of the interactive unity of Heaven-Earth-Man. The
search for realization of a profound synthesis between
the humanistic spirit of Neo-Confucianism and the
revelatory truth of Christianity, thereby providing both
a philosophical foundation and a practical direction for
the Sinicization of Christianity and the construction of
Chinese theology.

Key Words: Neo-Confucianism, Chinese
Theology, Onto-hermeneutics, Rapport, Tao-
personified-Shangdi, Sinicization of Christianity



