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The Ideal Personality Theory of Venerable Master
Hsing Yun

Kuang Yanbin (The Department of Philosophy,
Soochow University)

Abstract: The attainment of an ideal personality
is the aim of the spiritual practice of all sentient
beings. In the exploration of the ideal personality,
the Buddha and the Bodhisattva are undoubtedly the
highest ideal personalities that Venerable Master Hsing
Yun pursues. Meanwhile, Venerable Master Hsing
Yun also attaches great importance to the cultivation
of the character of a gentleman and enriches the new
connotations for the gentleman culture. Regarding the
relationship between the gentleman and the Buddha,
on the one hand, the gentleman is somewhat lacking in
the transcendent significance possessed by the Buddha
and the Bodhisattva. On the other hand, when a
gentleman practices to the extreme, he can experience
the realms of the Bodhisattva and the Buddha.
“Humanistic Buddhism” advocates following the
path of the Bodhisattva and putting it into practice to
become a Bodhisattva. A Bodhisattva is an enlightened
and practicing person who is deeply endowed with
Prajna wisdom and uses a compassionate heart and the
spirit of selflessness to benefit oneself and others and
to save all sentient beings. Different from the common
view that the realm of the Buddha is higher than that of
the Bodhisattva, in the eyes of Venerable Master Hsing
Yun, the Buddha and the Bodhisattva are just different
manifestations that appear according to conditions.
Based on the fundamental recognition that all sentient
beings have the Buddha-nature, Venerable Master
Hsing Yun believes that one should not only inwardly
understand the true nature of the mind but also directly
assume the responsibility of “I am the Buddha”, which
is not only the responsibility to save all sentient beings
but also the responsibility to save oneself. Only by
attaching equal importance to benefiting oneself and
others and integrating worldly and supra-mundane
laws can one achieve a perfect and ultimate ideal
personality.

Key Words: Gentleman, Bodhisattva, Buddha,
Venerable Master Hsing Yun



