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Integration and Transcendence: An Exploration of
Fang Yizhi’s Philosophy of Jun (Equilibrium)

LIU Yingquan (Tongji University; Hangzhou
College of Commerce, Zhejiang Gongshang
University)

YE Shenghao (Suzhou Institute of Xi’an
Jiaotong University)

NI Junjie (International College, Xiamen

University)

Abstract: Fang Yizhi was a prominent thinker
and philosopher during the Ming-Qing dynastic

transition. With grand philosophical ambition,
he engaged extensively with the classical field of
Chinese philosophy, making significant intellectual
contributions.

This paper begins with an exploration of Fang
Yizhi’s concept of jun ( 3 » equilibrium), probing the
ontological foundations and profound implications
of his philosophy. Drawing on Confucian and Daoist
thinking resources, it then examines Fang’s reflections
and investigations into jun from etymological,
semantic, and classical perspectives. Finally, this paper
argues that Fang Yizhi’s philosophy of jun embodies
profound integrative power and transcendence,
revealing an underlying anxiety about Heaven’s
Mandate (tianming zhi you = & 2. & ), and his
proposed “philosophy of creation” (zaowu zhexue %
¥ & ) implicitly harbors a “tragic consciousness”
(beiju yishi & Jypl & # ). Such tragic awareness—
arising from the tension between integrative force
and transcendence—originates in his philosophical
aspirations and culminates in his darkest hour.

Key Words: Fang Yizhi, jun (equilibrium),
Dongxi Jun (On the Equilibrium of East and West),
anxiety over Heaven’s Mandate, tragic consciousness
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