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“The Three Books of Changes in Remote
Antiquity” and the Origin of Chinese Civilization

Li Anze (School of Philosophy, Heilongjiang
University)

Abstract: The origins of Chinese civilization
have been addressed in ancient Chinese classics,
tracing back to the remote antiquity of “Fuxi drawing
hexagrams”. As the “foremost among the classics,” the
I Ching (Book of Changes) occupies a foundational
position in the historical development of Chinese
culture. By integrating ancient Chinese classics
with the latest interdisciplinary research findings
in archaeology, comparative cultural studies, and
philosophy, we can reconstruct certain historical facts
embedded in classical texts and mythological traditions,
thereby confirming the indisputable existence of the
“Three Books of Changes.” The cultural tradition
represented by the I Ching has remained uninterrupted
throughout the historical development of Chinese
culture. The “Three Books of Changes” -Gui Cang
Yi, Lian Shan Yi, and Zhou Yi - are intellectual
achievements produced at different historical stages
during the formative period of Chinese civilization.
As the wellspring of Chinese civilization, the I Ching
played a crucial and foundational role in shaping
and establishing the structural framework of ancient
Chinese civilization.

Key Words: Three Books of Changes in Remote
Antiquity, Origin of Chinese Civilization, Civilization
Framework, Wellspring of Civilization



