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The Development of Neo-Confucianism since Chen
Lai (Part 2): Continuing from Part 1 discussions
on Xiong Shili, Tang Junyi, Mou Zongsan, Tu
Weiming, Cheng Chung-ying, Li Zehou, et al.

Chen Lai (Tsinghua University)

Leung In-sing (Editor-in-Chief, Cultural
China)

Abstract: Accruing from the scholarly Leung-
Chen dialogue with respect to "The Development
of Neo-Confucianism since Chen Lai (Part 1)," this
paper systematically reviews the historical context
and development of Neo-Confucianism since the
1970s. It focuses particularly on the key controversies
and academic evolution within the study of Zhu Xi's
philosophy, unfolding a dialogue centered around the
hermeneutic approaches of Fu Wei-xun and Cheng
Chung-ying. Through textual research on Zhu Xi's
proposition of "Principle generating Qi" (/i sheng
qi) and the diverse interpretations of Zhu Xi’s Neo-
Confucianism by scholars such as Mou Zongsan, Tang
Junyi, and Tu Weiming, Chen utilizes detailed textual
evidence to indicate Mou Zongsan's assessment of
Zhu Xi's "Heavenly Principle being ontological but
inactive" (tianli cunyou er bu huodong) as biased—
a view aligned with the critiques of scholars like
Wing-tsit Chan and Ch'ien Mu. From the perspectives
of self-cultivation practice and ontology, Leung
proposes the "Ontological Hermeneutics of Rapport
and Interconnectivity" (benti gantong quanshixue),
emphasizing the openness and inclusivity of Tang
Junyi's philosophy, arguing also that it can address
fragmentation issues of postmodernism. The dialogue
also touches upon the integration of Confucianism
with Chinese Marxism, the practice of consultative
democracy within contemporary China's political
system, and the future trajectory of Neo-Confucianism.
This dialogue showcases in-depth exploration of
Chinese philosophical research across three levels:
textual criticism, philosophical hermeneutics, and
contemporary responsiveness.

Key Words: Neo-Confucianism, Theory of
Li and Qi (Principle and Vital Energy), Confucian
Benevolence-cum-Theological Rapport, Ontological
Hermeneutics, Chinese Marxism.
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