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The Development of Neo-Confucianism up to Chen
Lai, with Commentaries on Xiong Shili, Tang
Junyi, Mou Zongsan, Du Weiming, Cheng Chung-
ying, Li Zehou, et al. (Part 1)

Chen Lai (Tsinghua University)

Leung In-sing (Editor-in-Chief, Cultural
China)

Abstract: Leung briefly reviews the
intellectual lineage and ontological trajectory
of modern Neo-Confucianism. Beginning with
the forerunner of modern Neo-Confucianists,

Xiong Shili’s concepts of "non-duality of
substance and function™ and "substance and
function as one" laid the foundational ontological
principles for contemporary Confucianism that
profoundly influenced theoretical developments
of scholars like Tang Junyi and Mou Zongsan.
Tang established an ontological system of life
and culture grounded on moral conscience,
while Thome Fang posited a cosmological
ontology with the spirit of aesthetics and
harmony. Cheng Chung-ying further integrated
Chinese philosophical ontology with Western
hermeneutics, proposing "ontological
hermeneutics" and using Zhu Xi's "investigation
of things to extend knowledge" as gist to explain
the noumenal self-revelation and the hermeneutic
cycle.

In this intellectual context, Chen Lai clearly
points out that his thoughts fundamentally stem
from Xiong’s intellectual tradition. Through a
systematic review of the historical evolution of
the concept of "ren" (benevolence), Chen elevates
the pre-Qin Confucian understanding of "ren"
as the core of Confucian ontology, constructing
a "ren-based ontological system™ affirmed
on "ren." This offers a new metaphysical
foundation and contemporary significance for
modern Confucianism. Chen also provides an
in-depth analysis of the intellectual trajectory
and limitations of Li Zehou's thoughts. He
argues that Li, drawing from Kant and Marx,
proffered "historical ontology,” "emotion-
based ontology,” and "two-virtues theory," but
his theories remained within the frameworks of
developmentalism and historical materialism,
lacking genuine ontological depth and diverging
radically from the Confucian "ren-based
ontology™ tradition.

This article not only showcases the internal
intellectual evolution and dialogical tension
within modern Neo-Confucianism but also
clearly delineates Chen’s theoretical motivation
and academic value in reconstructing the ren-
based Confucian ontology, providing significant
intellectual insights for understanding the
development of contemporary Confucianism.

Key Words: Neo-Confucianism, Non-
duality of Substance and Function, Ontological
Hermeneutics, Ren-based Ontology, Ontology of
Emotion.
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Erroneous Argumentation of the Apologists for
Shang Yang

Jia Chenyang (China University of Mining
and Technology)

Abstract: Some scholars argue for Shang
Yang, pointing out that in addition to the meaning
of folly, in the context of Shang Yang, “fooling
the people” mainly refers to the meaning of
simplicity and abiding by the law, while “people”
refers to the bold and strong officials who are
good at obtaining personal gain. Through the
analysis of the specific measures of Shang Yang’s
reform, it can be seen that “fooling the people”
is a five-in-one integration including to weaken
the people, to impoverish the poor, to disgrace
the people and to fatigue the people, and "the
people" does not refer to the powerful, but to
the ordinary labourers. Some scholars regard the
small peasant economic system in Shang Yang’s
reform as the basis of the rule of law, but in fact,
it is the economic base of royal power. Shang
Yang's thought of "punishment without hierarchy"
is regarded by some scholars as the practice of
the concept of equal rule of law, but in fact, it
is the raging of savage “flesh punishment” and
the retrogression of the civilization of the rule
of law. Some scholars interpret Shang Yang’s
“rule without the monarch” as king under the
law, which is the negation and transcendence of
personal dictatorship, but this is a misreading
of the context. Since the king is unable to be
omnipresent and omnipotent, he hopes that the
administrative affairs will be solved efficiently
at the grass-roots level, rather than having to be
personally attended by the king.

Key Words: Fooling the people,
Enlightenment, Smallholder economy, Non-
hierarchical punishment
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The Ethical and Ritual Connotations of the
Confucian View on Heavenly Timing

Xu Yuning (Soochow University)

Abstract: In Chinese philosophy, the concept of
time carries rich connotations. It is not merely a logical
interpretation but a form of social time intertwined
with history, life, and nature-vitalized and primordial
time. Confucianism integrates the understanding of
"time" into the interpretation of ren (benevolence) and
li (ritual), promoting its ideological concepts and value
norms, thereby regulating society and individuals.
Confucius uses li to divide time, promoting the
Doctrine of the Mean. Through the pursuit of eternal
values, self-discipline and returning to ritual propriety
ultimately fulfill the practice of ren.

Key Words: View of time, ren (benevolence),
self-discipline and returning to ritual propriety,
heavenly timing, natural cyclical theory
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Centralized vs. Decentralized Governance: A
Comparative Study of National Governance
Ideology of Gu Yanwu and Huang Zongxi

Zhao Xia (Soochow University)

Abstract: The discussion on the governance
model of the state centered on the question
of which is better, “feudalism” or “prefecture
and county”, and how to make a choice, the
similarities and differences in the thoughts of
Gu Yanwu and Huang Zongxi can be classified
into five levels: (1) Evaluation of the prefecture
and county system - Gu Yanwu said, “The failure
of the prefecture and county system lies in its
focus on the superior.” Huang Zongxi said, “The
greatest harm in the country is the Monarch
alone.” (2) Design of the national governance
system - Gu Yanwu advocated “incorporating
the essence of feudalism into the prefectures



and counties”. Huang Zongxi advocated the
concept of “Frontier Commands”. (3) The
ideal of decentralized governance - Gu Yanwu
emphasized that “the principal line descendant
assists the ruler in governance.” Huang Zongxi
emphasized that “all the tools in the world come
from schools.” (4) The view of public and private
interests - Gu Yanwu demanded “the integration
of private interests into public interests”; Huang

Zongxi pursued “selfishness and self-interest”.
(5) Political reform intentions - Gu Yanwu aimed
at “respecting the king”. Huang Zongxi aimed at
“suppressing the emperor”.

Key Words: Gu Yanwu, Huang Zongxi,
enfeoffment, County and Prefecture
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Integrating the Philosophy of Unity of Heaven and
Humanity through the Construction of Chinese
Theology: With a Focus on Cheng Chung-ying and
Tang Junyi (Part 1)

Leung In-sing (Editor-in Chief, Cultural
China)

Abstract: The author responded to Zheng's

critique of his "Theology of JingJie," offering
a systematic reflection on Zheng's view that the
Confucian "Theory of Spiritual Cultivation Through
Achieving Higher States" and Christian faith practices
based on divine revelation represent two "parallel
lines" that cannot converge. The author argues that
such a dichotomy overlooks the original relational
connection between God and humanity, as well as the
diverse theological forms Christianity has developed
in non-Greek cultural contexts. The author advocates
for a theological articulation suited to the Chinese
cultural context by starting from biblical revelation
and faith experience itself. The article analyzes
the diverse orientations within Neo-Confucianism,
pointing out that the "self-sufficient and complete"
system represented by Mou Zongsan does not
represent the entirety of Confucian sage learning. Both
Tang Junyi's "ontology of empathetic connection™ and
Cheng Chung-ying's "onto-hermeneutics" emphasize
the transcendence, openness, and relationality of the
ontological reality, acknowledging Heaven (or God)
as an "absolute, universal, and objective metaphysical
reality" that is both immanent within the human heart
and transcendent above humanity, without erasing the
distinction between the divine and the human. This
paper aims to demonstrate that Chinese philosophy
of spiritual states and Christian faith are not
fundamentally opposed but can achieve integration and
complementarity within the same ontological truth,
providing philosophical and theological foundations
for constructing a Chinese theology with profound
cultural depth.

Key Words: Chinese Theology, Theology of
JingJie, Unity of Heaven and Humanity, Ontology of
empathetic connection Onto-hermeneutics
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The Resources and Limitations of Chinese
Philosophy: Perspectives from Leung In Sing's
"Theology of JingJie"

Zheng Jiadong

(Institute of Philosophy, Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences)

(University of Toronto)

Abstract: This paper uses Leung’s constructed
“Theology of JingJie” as a case study to analyze



the intellectual resources and conceptual limitations
of Chinese philosophy, particularly Confucian
philosophy, in dialogue with Christian theology. Zheng
argues that Leung attempts to integrate traditional
Chinese thought (especially Confucianism, Daoism,
and Buddhism) with Christian faith through “Theology
of JingJie,” emphasizing the use of a “Chinese mind”
mode of thinking—such as holism, relationality,
empathetic connection, and continuity—to understand
Christianity and construct “Chinese Theology.”
The article points out that Dr. Leung’s theological
framework is deeply influenced by Tang Junyi’s
philosophy of “the Nine Realms of Mind,” advocating
for the use of characteristically Chinese modes of
thinking like “communing” and “personal experience”
to achieve a leap from “Immanent transcendence” to

the “state of God.” However, the paper also profoundly
reveals the inherent challenges of this approach:
the fundamental opposition between the traditional
Chinese idea of “the unity of heaven and humanity”
and the Christian “revelatory faith” regarding the
finitude of human nature and the transcendence of the
divine. While acknowledging Leung’s innovativeness,
Zheng questions his overly optimistic attitude
toward integration and emphasizes the importance of
reconstructing a sense of “awe” and “finitude” for the
modern transformation of Chinese culture.

Key Words: Chinese philosophy, Theology of
JingJie, Chinese Theology, incarnation of the Dao, the
Word became flesh.
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The Comparative Study of John Paul I1’s Theology
of the Family and the Confucian Concept of the
Family in Chinese Tradition

Sun Yanyan (Huzhou College)

Abstract: The theology and philosophy of
marriage and family developed by John Paul 11
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centers on love, expressed through the concept
of “self-giving,” which reveals the essence of
the love between man and woman. Through the
conjugal act by which spouses cooperate in giving
new life, the meaning of family is manifested.
John Paul II’s thought on marriage and family-
especially his interpretation of the personal nature
of the body and the meaning of self-giving-
offers contemporary people a new perspective
for understanding and reflecting on marriage and
family. In contrast, Confucianism, which holds
a central place in traditional Chinese thought, is
rooted in a family-centered culture whose core is
“Ren” ( 1= ). Although ren in Confucianism and
love in Christianity differ significantly, there are

also meaningful similarities between them. By
engaging in both vertical and horizontal dialogue
between ren and love, it becomes possible to
develop a profound intercultural conversation
that may provide insights into addressing the
challenges faced by contemporary families in
both East and West. In this way, it also offers a
culturally grounded path toward the sinicization
of Catholicism.

Key Words: John Paul 11, Confucian, View
of the Body, View of the Family
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Corporate Confucianism: An Autonomous
Knowledge System of Chinese Management
Philosophy

Li Honglei (Sun Yat-sen University)

Abstract: Corporate Confucianism is
a theoretical system formed by applying the
discourse of Chinese management philosophy to
elucidate the functions of modern enterprises,
based on research in Confucian management
philosophy, the wisdom of Confucian business
ethics, and an overview of Confucian business
culture. Its connotation can be summarized into
the following ten aspects: first, a governance
perspective of guiding virtue and harmonizing
rites; second, an operational perspective of
pursuing profit through righteousness; third, an
organizational perspective of fostering a family-
like atmosphere; fourth, a leadership perspective
of leading by personal integrity; fifth, a personnel
perspective of promoting virtue and utilizing
talents; sixth, a brand perspective of sincerity
within and trust without; seventh, a strategic
perspective of adapting to changes and achieving
harmony; eighth, a responsibility perspective
of benefiting all under heaven; ninth, a heritage
perspective of establishing and passing on
legacies; tenth, a faith perspective of revering
heaven, honoring ancestors, and loving people.
Deeply rooted in the profound and extensive
fine traditional Chinese culture, Corporate
Confucianism actively draws upon diverse modern
enterprise management theories, organically
integrates the dynamic and innovative wisdom of
contemporary Confucian business governance,
and constitutes an autonomous knowledge
system of Chinese management philosophy with
di;tinctive Chinese characteristics, style, and
ethos.

Key Words: Corporate Confucianism,
Chinese Management Philosophy, Confucian
Thought, Corporate Functions, New Business
Civilization
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Examining the Theoretical Value and Practical
Significance of Corporate Confucianism from the
Perspective of the Confucian Debate on Mind and
Matter

Zhu Xiaohong (Lishui College)
Zhang Yinghang (Zhejiang University)

Abstract: Within the traditional debate
on mind and matter in Confucianism, a view
of happiness has been shaped around the core
paradigm of “the virtuous are free from anxiety”
through long-term philosophical development. For
“Corporate Confucianism”, critically inheriting
this view means striving to sublate its limitations:
the one-sided emphasis on being content with
poverty while upholding moral principles, and
the focus on the mind over matter : the creative
transformation and innovative development of
this view requires taking the “questions of the
times” as a problem-oriented guide, aiming to
activate its role in guiding values by helping
people break free from the fetters of materialism
and addressing modern disorientations like “the
mind being enslaved by matter”. Furthermore,
the inheritance and innovation of Confucianism’s
stance on the value order of mind and matter
are expected to become the logical destination
and practical orientation of the “Corporate
Confucianism” theoretical system.

Key Words: Corporate Confucianism,
Confucian culture, debate on mind and matter, the
virtuous are free from anxiety, uphold integrity
and promote innovation
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Corporate Confucianism and the Construction of
Chinese Corporate Virtue Governance System

Lu Li, Lu Wenyu, (Yangzhou University)

Abstract : Starting from the incompleteness of
internal corporate contracts, enterprise management
cannot rely solely on a “contract supremacy” approach,
as “virtue governance” serves as a critical managerial

mechanism. To construct a modern corporate virtue
governance system, traditional virtue governance
concepts need to be transformed toward “value
creation”. Based on the virtue governance philosophy
of corporate Confucianism, a Chinese corporate
virtue governance system can be established through
three pillars: “managerial indoctrination”, “Chinese-
style management dialectics”, and “managerial
moral wisdom”. This system comprises managerial
indoctrination at the employee level, management
dialectics at the leadership level, moral wisdom at the
organizational functional level, and the integration of
“virtue” and “governance” across the entire corporate
entity.

Key Words: Corporate Confucianism, Corporate
Virtue Governance System, Managerial Indoctrination,
Management Dialectics, Managerial Moral Wisdom
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How does Al Tell Stories? The Elegy and
Exploration of Media Digital Intelligent Emotional
Narratives

Sun Yulong (Minzu University of China)

Abstract: Media digital intelligence tools can
narrate but do not yet possess autonomous intelligence
or emotions. AIGC is a problem that media narrative
must confront directly. Media digital intelligence
technology has led to a shift in human emotional
narrative communication. Media is confronted with
three major types of prominent issues and three major
predicaments, which prompt media to transition
from emotional narrative to intelligent narrative. In
the process of exploration and innovation, five new
narrative strategies have been identified.

Key Words: Digital Intelligence Emotion, Large
Model, Al Narrative, Narrative Exploration, Path
Innovation
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Moderate Intervention: Cultural Conservators
of the Great Wall World Heritage Site, Residents’
Livelihoods and Tourism Participation

Zhang Zuqun, Wang Ying, Li Kecheng, Qi
Zihao, Tao Xuesong, Xia Danying, Wang Yufei, Xu
Liang, Xu Nuo (Beijing Institute of Technology)

Abstract: In December 1987, the Great Wall
was listed as a World Heritage Site. The UNESCO
recognizes that the outstanding universal value of
the Great Wall lies in its reflection of the intersection
of ancient Chinese agricultural civilization and
nomadic civilization. General Secretary Xi Jinping's
reply to the villagers of Shixia Village, Badaling
Town, Yanqing District, Beijing has greatly inspired
residents and cultural and tourism practitioners along
the Great Wall, triggering strong reactions from the
academic community towards the protection and
tourism of Changcheng. Protecting the integrity
and stability of the Great Wall ecosystem helps
maintain ecological balance and promote sustainable
development. As a huge and complex cultural
heritage system, the protection of the Great Wall faces
many challenges such as insufficient funding and

technological investment, excessive development and
commercialization of the Great Wall. The Chinese
government mobilizes the participation of the whole
society, innovatively establishes a “grassroots cultural
heritage protection officer” system, and forms the
application of moderate intervention theory in cultural
heritage protection policies. In the management
and protection of cultural relics in the Great Wall,
grassroots work occupies a fundamental and crucial
position, and cultural heritage protection volunteers
are an important force in the protection of the Great
Wall. Represented by Lao An, the “nail household”
of Dahongquan Fort in Jiayuguan, and Yu Haiwen,
the eastern section of the Baiyangyu Great Wall
in Qian’an, Hebei Province, and so on the Great
Wall's cultural protection personnel have covered
all provinces along the Great Wall, with a total of
over 6000 people. The Great Wall cultural heritage
workers have made important contributions in
promoting tourism development, protecting cultural
heritage, and inheriting local culture. The livelihoods
of residents in the Great Wall area are mainly based
on traditional agriculture and animal husbandry. The
tourism participation of residents along the route can
effectively supplement their livelihoods and increase
local cultural confidence. The article summarizes the
development status of homestays along the Great Wall
in Beijing, analyzes typical cases of relying on the
Great Wall to develop tourism and become prosperous,
such as the “Shiguang Great Wall”, the Baiyangyu
Great Wall Tourism Area, and the Hualougou Village
characteristic homestay cluster, and believes that it
is necessary to vigorously promote the construction
of the Great Wall cultural belt home stay cluster.
Finally, four points were discussed and summarized:
the contribution of the innovation of the Great Wall
cultural heritage preservation officer system to the
protection of the linear cultural heritage of the Great
Wall; The natural cultural landscape belt, village
and town belt, poverty belt, and cultural tourism belt
constructed along the Great Wall; Tourism participation
and neighboring effects of indigenous peoples along
the Great Wall; The impact and prospects of moderate
intervention on the protection of the Great Wall.

Key Words: The Great Wall, Grassroots
cultural security personnel, Livelihoods of
residents, Tourism participation
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