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Moderate Intervention: Cultural Conservators
of the Great Wall World Heritage Site, Residents’
Livelihoods and Tourism Participation

Zhang Zuqun, Wang Ying, Li Kecheng, Qi
Zihao, Tao Xuesong, Xia Danying, Wang Yufei, Xu
Liang, Xu Nuo (Beijing Institute of Technology)

Abstract: In December 1987, the Great Wall
was listed as a World Heritage Site. The UNESCO
recognizes that the outstanding universal value of
the Great Wall lies in its reflection of the intersection
of ancient Chinese agricultural civilization and
nomadic civilization. General Secretary Xi Jinping's
reply to the villagers of Shixia Village, Badaling
Town, Yanqing District, Beijing has greatly inspired
residents and cultural and tourism practitioners along
the Great Wall, triggering strong reactions from the
academic community towards the protection and
tourism of Changcheng. Protecting the integrity
and stability of the Great Wall ecosystem helps
maintain ecological balance and promote sustainable
development. As a huge and complex cultural
heritage system, the protection of the Great Wall faces
many challenges such as insufficient funding and

technological investment, excessive development and
commercialization of the Great Wall. The Chinese
government mobilizes the participation of the whole
society, innovatively establishes a “grassroots cultural
heritage protection officer” system, and forms the
application of moderate intervention theory in cultural
heritage protection policies. In the management
and protection of cultural relics in the Great Wall,
grassroots work occupies a fundamental and crucial
position, and cultural heritage protection volunteers
are an important force in the protection of the Great
Wall. Represented by Lao An, the “nail household”
of Dahongquan Fort in Jiayuguan, and Yu Haiwen,
the eastern section of the Baiyangyu Great Wall
in Qian’an, Hebei Province, and so on the Great
Wall's cultural protection personnel have covered
all provinces along the Great Wall, with a total of
over 6000 people. The Great Wall cultural heritage
workers have made important contributions in
promoting tourism development, protecting cultural
heritage, and inheriting local culture. The livelihoods
of residents in the Great Wall area are mainly based
on traditional agriculture and animal husbandry. The
tourism participation of residents along the route can
effectively supplement their livelihoods and increase
local cultural confidence. The article summarizes the
development status of homestays along the Great Wall
in Beijing, analyzes typical cases of relying on the
Great Wall to develop tourism and become prosperous,
such as the “Shiguang Great Wall”, the Baiyangyu
Great Wall Tourism Area, and the Hualougou Village
characteristic homestay cluster, and believes that it
is necessary to vigorously promote the construction
of the Great Wall cultural belt home stay cluster.
Finally, four points were discussed and summarized:
the contribution of the innovation of the Great Wall
cultural heritage preservation officer system to the
protection of the linear cultural heritage of the Great
Wall; The natural cultural landscape belt, village
and town belt, poverty belt, and cultural tourism belt
constructed along the Great Wall; Tourism participation
and neighboring effects of indigenous peoples along
the Great Wall; The impact and prospects of moderate
intervention on the protection of the Great Wall.

Key Words: The Great Wall, Grassroots
cultural security personnel, Livelihoods of
residents, Tourism participation
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