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Corporate Confucianism: An Autonomous
Knowledge System of Chinese Management
Philosophy

Li Honglei (Sun Yat-sen University)

Abstract: Corporate Confucianism is
a theoretical system formed by applying the
discourse of Chinese management philosophy to
elucidate the functions of modern enterprises,
based on research in Confucian management
philosophy, the wisdom of Confucian business
ethics, and an overview of Confucian business
culture. Its connotation can be summarized into
the following ten aspects: first, a governance
perspective of guiding virtue and harmonizing
rites; second, an operational perspective of
pursuing profit through righteousness; third, an
organizational perspective of fostering a family-
like atmosphere; fourth, a leadership perspective
of leading by personal integrity; fifth, a personnel
perspective of promoting virtue and utilizing
talents; sixth, a brand perspective of sincerity
within and trust without; seventh, a strategic
perspective of adapting to changes and achieving
harmony; ecighth, a responsibility perspective
of benefiting all under heaven; ninth, a heritage
perspective of establishing and passing on
legacies; tenth, a faith perspective of revering
heaven, honoring ancestors, and loving people.
Deeply rooted in the profound and extensive
fine traditional Chinese culture, Corporate
Confucianism actively draws upon diverse modern
enterprise management theories, organically
integrates the dynamic and innovative wisdom of
contemporary Confucian business governance,
and constitutes an autonomous knowledge
system of Chinese management philosophy with
distinctive Chinese characteristics, style, and
ethos.
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