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The Comparative Study of John Paul II’s Theology
of the Family and the Confucian Concept of the
Family in Chinese Tradition

Sun Yanyan (Huzhou College)

Abstract: The theology and philosophy of
marriage and family developed by John Paul II

ofe ofe S

|2 SR ol -

8 2 BT M F

71




H)EESRHHDON

(ZH | W

72

centers on love, expressed through the concept
of “self-giving,” which reveals the essence of
the love between man and woman. Through the
conjugal act by which spouses cooperate in giving
new life, the meaning of family is manifested.
John Paul II’s thought on marriage and family-
especially his interpretation of the personal nature
of the body and the meaning of self-giving-
offers contemporary people a new perspective
for understanding and reflecting on marriage and
family. In contrast, Confucianism, which holds
a central place in traditional Chinese thought, is
rooted in a family-centered culture whose core is
“Ren” ( 1= ). Although ren in Confucianism and
love in Christianity differ significantly, there are

also meaningful similarities between them. By
engaging in both vertical and horizontal dialogue
between ren and love, it becomes possible to
develop a profound intercultural conversation
that may provide insights into addressing the
challenges faced by contemporary families in
both East and West. In this way, it also offers a
culturally grounded path toward the sinicization
of Catholicism.

Key Words: John Paul II, Confucian, View
of the Body, View of the Family



