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The Resources and Limitations of Chinese
Philosophy: Perspectives from Leung In Sing's
"Theology of JingJie"

Zheng Jiadong

(Institute of Philosophy, Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences)
(University of Toronto)

Abstract: This paper uses Leung’s constructed
“Theology of JingJie” as a case study to analyze



the intellectual resources and conceptual limitations
of Chinese philosophy, particularly Confucian
philosophy, in dialogue with Christian theology. Zheng
argues that Leung attempts to integrate traditional
Chinese thought (especially Confucianism, Daoism,
and Buddhism) with Christian faith through “Theology
of JingJie,” emphasizing the use of a “Chinese mind”
mode of thinking—such as holism, relationality,
empathetic connection, and continuity—to understand
Christianity and construct “Chinese Theology.”
The article points out that Dr. Leung’s theological
framework is deeply influenced by Tang Junyi’s
philosophy of “the Nine Realms of Mind,” advocating
for the use of characteristically Chinese modes of
thinking like “communing” and “personal experience”
to achieve a leap from “immanent transcendence” to

the “state of God.” However, the paper also profoundly
reveals the inherent challenges of this approach:
the fundamental opposition between the traditional
Chinese idea of “the unity of heaven and humanity”
and the Christian “revelatory faith” regarding the
finitude of human nature and the transcendence of the
divine. While acknowledging Leung’s innovativeness,
Zheng questions his overly optimistic attitude
toward integration and emphasizes the importance of
reconstructing a sense of “awe” and “finitude” for the
modern transformation of Chinese culture.

Key Words: Chinese philosophy, Theology of
JingJie, Chinese Theology, incarnation of the Dao, the
Word became flesh.
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