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Integrating the Philosophy of Unity of Heaven and
Humanity through the Construction of Chinese
Theology: With a Focus on Cheng Chung-ying and
Tang Junyi (Part 1)

Leung In-sing (Editor-in Chief, Cultural
China)

Abstract: The author responded to Zheng's

"

critique of his "Theology of JingJie," offering
a systematic reflection on Zheng's view that the
Confucian "Theory of Spiritual Cultivation Through
Achieving Higher States" and Christian faith practices
based on divine revelation represent two "parallel
lines" that cannot converge. The author argues that
such a dichotomy overlooks the original relational
connection between God and humanity, as well as the
diverse theological forms Christianity has developed
in non-Greek cultural contexts. The author advocates
for a theological articulation suited to the Chinese
cultural context by starting from biblical revelation
and faith experience itself. The article analyzes
the diverse orientations within Neo-Confucianism,
pointing out that the "self-sufficient and complete"
system represented by Mou Zongsan does not
represent the entirety of Confucian sage learning. Both
Tang Junyi's "ontology of empathetic connection" and
Cheng Chung-ying's "onto-hermeneutics" emphasize
the transcendence, openness, and relationality of the
ontological reality, acknowledging Heaven (or God)
as an "absolute, universal, and objective metaphysical
reality” that is both immanent within the human heart
and transcendent above humanity, without erasing the
distinction between the divine and the human. This
paper aims to demonstrate that Chinese philosophy
of spiritual states and Christian faith are not
fundamentally opposed but can achieve integration and
complementarity within the same ontological truth,
providing philosophical and theological foundations
for constructing a Chinese theology with profound
cultural depth.

Key Words: Chinese Theology, Theology of
JingJie, Unity of Heaven and Humanity, Ontology of
empathetic connection Onto-hermeneutics



