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Centralized vs. Decentralized Governance: A
Comparative Study of National Governance
Ideology of Gu Yanwu and Huang Zongxi

Zhao Xia (Soochow University)

Abstract: The discussion on the governance
model of the state centered on the question
of which is better, “feudalism” or “prefecture
and county”, and how to make a choice, the
similarities and differences in the thoughts of
Gu Yanwu and Huang Zongxi can be classified
into five levels: (1) Evaluation of the prefecture
and county system - Gu Yanwu said, “The failure
of the prefecture and county system lies in its
focus on the superior.” Huang Zongxi said, “The
greatest harm in the country is the Monarch
alone.” (2) Design of the national governance
system - Gu Yanwu advocated “incorporating
the essence of feudalism into the prefectures



and counties”. Huang Zongxi advocated the
concept of “Frontier Commands”. (3) The
ideal of decentralized governance - Gu Yanwu
emphasized that “the principal line descendant
assists the ruler in governance.” Huang Zongxi
emphasized that “all the tools in the world come
from schools.” (4) The view of public and private
interests - Gu Yanwu demanded “the integration
of private interests into public interests”; Huang

Zongxi pursued “selfishness and self-interest”.
(5) Political reform intentions - Gu Yanwu aimed
at “respecting the king”. Huang Zongxi aimed at
“suppressing the emperor”.

Key Words: Gu Yanwu, Huang Zongxi,
enfeoffment, County and Prefecture
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