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The Ethical and Ritual Connotations of the
Confucian View on Heavenly Timing

Xu Yuning (Soochow University)

Abstract: In Chinese philosophy, the concept of
time carries rich connotations. It is not merely a logical
interpretation but a form of social time intertwined
with history, life, and nature-vitalized and primordial
time. Confucianism integrates the understanding of
"time" into the interpretation of ren (benevolence) and
li (ritual), promoting its ideological concepts and value
norms, thereby regulating society and individuals.
Confucius uses li to divide time, promoting the
Doctrine of the Mean. Through the pursuit of eternal
values, self-discipline and returning to ritual propriety
ultimately fulfill the practice of ren.

Key Words: View of time, ren (benevolence),
self-discipline and returning to ritual propriety,
heavenly timing, natural cyclical theory

25




