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Erroneous Argumentation of the Apologists for
Shang Yang

Jia Chenyang (China University of Mining
and Technology)

Abstract: Some scholars argue for Shang
Yang, pointing out that in addition to the meaning
of folly, in the context of Shang Yang, “fooling
the people” mainly refers to the meaning of
simplicity and abiding by the law, while “people”
refers to the bold and strong officials who are
good at obtaining personal gain. Through the
analysis of the specific measures of Shang Yang’s
reform, it can be seen that “fooling the people”
is a five-in-one integration including to weaken
the people, to impoverish the poor, to disgrace
the people and to fatigue the people, and "the
people" does not refer to the powerful, but to
the ordinary labourers. Some scholars regard the
small peasant economic system in Shang Yang’s
reform as the basis of the rule of law, but in fact,
it is the economic base of royal power. Shang
Yang's thought of "punishment without hierarchy"
is regarded by some scholars as the practice of
the concept of equal rule of law, but in fact, it
is the raging of savage “flesh punishment” and
the retrogression of the civilization of the rule
of law. Some scholars interpret Shang Yang’s
“rule without the monarch” as king under the
law, which is the negation and transcendence of
personal dictatorship, but this is a misreading
of the context. Since the king is unable to be
omnipresent and omnipotent, he hopes that the
administrative affairs will be solved efficiently
at the grass-roots level, rather than having to be
personally attended by the king.

Key Words: Fooling the people,
Enlightenment, Smallholder economy, Non-
hierarchical punishment



