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Appreciation and Interpretation of Liu Jiandong’s
Recent Short Stories

Sun Ren Ge (Anhui Xinhua University)

Abstract: Liu Jiandong’s story "The Unfinished
Portrait" won the eighth Lu Xun Short Story Award.
However, the theme and structure of several short
stories published by Liu Jiandong have not remained
in the same pattern as this award-winning story.
Especially in the short stories “The Bus to the City”
and “The Gradually Drying Voice” there are some
breakthroughs in terms of subject selection, theme,
and narrative state. The perspective of the novel does
not avoid some social issues, and it reveals the harm
and despair brought to ordinary people’s lives by the
“unspoken rules” in the entertainment performance
field in a calm narrative, which makes people think
deeply after reading.

Key Words: Liu Jiandong, Recent short stories,
Revealing “unspoken rules”, Breakthrough



