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Multifaceted Connotations of “Righteousness” and
Cross-Cultural Interpretations

Rebecca (Xiamen University)

Abstract: This paper examines the concept
of “righteousness” in the Bible and its multifaceted
meanings across diverse cultural contexts, including its
origins, manifestations in Old Testament law, Jewish
traditions, and Greco-Roman culture. It elucidates
Paul’s development of a distinctive Christian doctrine
of righteousness, with particular emphasis on his
teaching of “justification by faith.” Through critical
analysis of Paul’s doctrine, this study highlights
the role of faith in attaining divine righteousness
and explores Ting Kwang Hsun contextual
reinterpretation of this doctrine, which emphasizes
God’s universal love and subtly downplays its original
emphasis. This cross-cultural examination reveals
the multidimensional values of “righteousness” in
morality, faith, and cultural frameworks, offering
innovative insights for moral practices in contemporary
Chinese society.

Key Words: Righteousness, Greek
Philosophy, Justification by Faith, Chinese
Philosophical Perspectives on Righteousness and
Profit, Cross-Cultural Studies



