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Paradigm Reconstruction of Confucian Generative
Philosophy: Critical Reflection on Mou Zongsan’s

Philosophical Framework of “One Mind Opens
Two Doors”

Liu Zhichao (The Department of Philosophy,
Soochow University)

Abstract: Under Mou Zongsan’s philosophical
framework of “One Mind Opens Two Doors”, the
unifying relationship of “taking in things and returning
them to the mind” makes all phenomena dependent
on the free and infinite mind without any independent
existence, and ultimately falls into the predicament of
pan-moralism inevitably. Through the change from the
unifying relationship of contingency to the ascending
relationship of reality, “wisdom” is liberated from the
system of “benevolence”, and at the same time, the
knowledge of seeing and hearing can be proved to be
the height of wisdom and virtue. Following this line of
reasoning, the “Generative Philosophy” was introduced
to cover the two levels of generativity, the value
level of benevolence and wisdom, and the objective
factual level of the dynamic generation of all things
in heaven and earth, and human society, realizing
the unity of the interaction between subjectivity and
objectivity, and replacing the free and infinite mind
from the foundation of the theory of existence to the
human being who is living in the present under the
structure of heaven and earth and human beings, and
completing the change from the a priori, physical
paradigm of thought to the present, systematic,
generative paradigm of thought. It completes the
change from an a priori, physical paradigm of thinking
to a contemporary, systematic, generative paradigm
of thinking, and provides a new perspective for the
modern construction of Confucianism.

Key Words: One Mind Opens Two Doors,
Benevolence and Wisdom, Generative Philosophy,
Paradigm Reconstruction



