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On the Legal Composition of Dong Zhongshu’s
“Three Principles” Thought

Fei Qiao (Henan University School of Law)

Abstract: Scholars once believed that Dong
Zhongshu’s “Three Principles” were influenced
by the Legalism and embodied the relationship
between absolute domination and obedience,
which was a misunderstanding of Dong
Zhongshu’s thought. Studying the classics, Dong
Zhongshu’s “Three Principles” take the Yinyang
of the Heavenly theory as their legal basis, and
advocate that the relationship between human
beings is premised on “integration” and also
takes “integration” as the purpose, and that the
“division” of human ethics is the “division” under
the premise of “integration”, and the “integration”
of human ethics is the “integration” on the
basis of “division”. In judicial practice, Dong
Zhongshu also paid attention to the protection
of the rights of the inferior. “Heaven Way of
Yinyang”, “Mandate from Heavenly Will”,
“Harmony between Integration and Division”,
“Inferior Regard” are the inseparable legal
principles of Dong Zhongshu’s “Three Principles”
thought. The reason of scholars’ misunderstand on
Dong Zhongshu’s “Three Principles”, is because
they ignore the heavenly dimension of Dong
Zhongshu’s doctrine.

Key Words: DONG Zhongshu, Three
Principles, Yinyang, Heaven
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