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Ontological Communing Hermeneutics by
Contemporary Neo-Confucianists Tang Junyi-
Cheng Zhongying Demolishes Pluralistic Nihilism

Leung In-sing (Editor-in-chief, Cultural China)

Abstract: Post-modernity advocates
“pluralistic segregating nihilism” that effectively
renders various ideas uncommunicative.
Without communication, all human values
perish inside the nihilistic black hole. To escape
the black hole in this diverse and fragmented
world, human culture must rebuild the basis
for communication. Communication not only
establishes consensus according to Habermas,
it also demands benevolence and compassion
as conditions for communication, as Chinese
contemporary philosopher Tang Junyi endorses.
Tang’s “pluralistic rapport ontology” pertains to
inter-communication between multiple cultures,

promotes inclusivity and transcendence, with
differences embraced and transcended, sharing
common experience of human feelings and
universal values leading to self-realization
and perfection in things. Rapport ontology can
rescind the self-centered nihilism of post-modern
culture. Another philosopher, Cheng Zhongying,
assimilated Willard Quine's analytical philosophy
using Thomé Fang’s “Great Harmony”, but
ultimately pursued Yijing and Song-Ming’s Neo-
Confucianism. Cheng’s “onto-hermencutics”
philosophy eclipses Gadamer hermeneutic
philosophy on understanding “foresight”, and
shatters Western Europe’s relativism. It lays the
conceptual groundwork for “a community with a
shared future for mankind”.

The author believes that Cheng’s “onto-
hermeneutics” can amalgamate with Tang’s
“communing ontology” to become a new-era
Chinese philosophy. The view is that the “origin”
of the universe and life, corresponds to the
universe of “reflectivity” and “connectivity”.
“Reflectivity” is the source of knowledge and
interpretation; “connectivity” is the root of
benevolence and conscience. Knowledge and
morality being demonstratable in ontological
communing hermeneutics supports a more
connective universe that will rebuff the pluralistic
segregating tendency of postmodern nihilism.

Key Words: pluralistic nihilism, onto-
hermeneutics, communing ontology, ontological
communing hermeneutics, community of shared
future for mankind



