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The Ideological Logic Leading to Chinese
Socialism: from the Idea of “Datong” to Socialism

Xie Qiyang (China University of Political
Science and Law)

Abstract: The idea of “Datong” (Great Unity)
has accompanied human society since its inception,
originating from people's simple aspirations
for an ideal society. During China's Axial Age,
thinkers depicted visions of a Datong society, with
Confucianism and Mohism offering sketches of this
concept. However, it was in the Liji-Liyun (Book
of Rites-Chapter on the Conveyance of Rituals) that
the Datong ideology first appeared systematically.
Throughout China's long history, the concept of
Datong manifested in three dimensions: academic
thought, religious philosophy, and peasant movements.
Ancient Chinese Datong thought and modern
socialism share certain ideological affinities, serving
as a conceptual bridge for China's acceptance of
socialism in modern times. The evolution from Datong
thought to socialism followed the intellectual logic of
economic equality and communal property. As part
of China's intellectual tradition, Datong thought is
characterized by utopianism and a closed, static nature.
Although socialism and Datong thought share some
conceptual elements, they are fundamentally distinct,
with socialism representing a historical transcendence
of Datong thought.

Key Words: The idea of “Datong”, Equality,
Equity, Socialism, Ideological Logic



