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Religious Archaeology of Civilization Change
Han Siyi, Zhang Jie (Minzu University of China)
Abstract: The book Jian Shang (Revelation) has
sparked heated discussions in the academic community
since its publication. The book uses the phenomenon
of human sacrifice as a historical clue, not only
outlining the basic context of the development
and renewal of early Chinese civilization, but also
revealing the historical truth behind the abolition
of human sacrifice at the time of the transition from
Shang to Zhou. It is believed that there are deeper
faith and cultural factors behind this civilization
change. This faith “revolution” is not an isolated
case. By examining the archaeological history of
the Israelites’ conquest of Canaan, it also triggered
a discussion on the relationship between faith and
the process of human civilization. The process of
human civilization is not a three-stage process as
predicted by Comte. On the contrary, there will
be theology, metaphysics and empirical science
in every stage of human society. The problem of
intellectual disorder is not caused by theology and
metaphysics, but by the intellectual crossing their
boundaries. Therefore, the process of civilization is
not the expulsion of theology and metaphysics by
empirical science, but the establishment of the order
between heaven and man, and the development of
humanistic spirit and scientific spirit on this basis.
Key Words: Jian Shang (Revelation), human sacrifice,
religious archaeology, order between heaven and man



