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On Fangbao’s Ritual Study and the Aesthetics of
Ritual Music

Li Zhongchao (College of Humanities, Anqing
Normal University)

Abstract: The study of Fangbao and Tongcheng
School has not received enough attention, because
the scholars of Tongcheng School take the Neo-
Confucianism as their school, and adhere to the
Confucian way in thought, which is not recognized.
The proprieties of Fangbao and Tongcheng School
should be re-recognized and re-evaluated. Fangbao’s
aesthetics of proprieties and music are mainly
embodied in his practice of proprieties and his ideas of
literary creation. In the practice of ritual study, it pays
attention to interpretation and interpretation of the
scriptures, while in the literary creation, it emphasizes
“yifa”, pays attention to the combination of the beauty
of articles and the beauty of rites and music, and does
not start from the abstract moral standpoint. Fang Bao’s
study of rites and aesthetics of rites and music should
be divided into two parts. The scholars of Tongcheng
School, including Fang Bao, advocate the extreme
moralism in daily life while advocating the moral
article of rites and music depending on temperament.

Key Words: Fangbao, Ritual study, Aesthetics of
rites and music



