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B KEEREFE (hesychasm) » FH I 5 5K B2 55 [
LR R 2 M B - I B B - [R) ZB i E © B Ry
RTIEBHBIEEEEH -

F T 14T B 2 - 18 M A H B Ly e e
B 1L (Mt. Amos) £ #5512 » DLiF B & B0
b7 BB H (hesychasts) NFE > BED
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Unity of Heaven and Man and Rapport with
God Theology of Heaven-Earth’s Righteous Qi
(Part 3)

The Divine Energeia theory of St. Gregory
Palamas

Leung In-sing (Editor-in-Chief, Cultural China)

Abstract: From Cappadocian Patriarchs to St.
Maximus, Eastern Orthodox thinkers believed that
God is not only one embodiment of truth in three
personalities, but a self-nature of perfect goodness.
Divine energeia is God's perfect goodness manifesting
His "ambience of essence". They believed that through
their "meditation" practice, God’s glory and energeia
can be seen. Contemplation sanctifies one's inner

being, erases worldly worries, as the quiet gaze of a
purified heart fixates upon God’s crystal-clear glory.
As Eastern Orthodox theologians’ representative,
St. Gregory Palamas repulsed Western scholastic
theological attacks by his Eastern meditation spiritual
experiences. He believes he could see God’s “glorious
realm” during deep meditation, shares God's divine
nature, and actualizes his sanctification, becoming
a "partaker of the divine nature, having escaped the
corruption that is in the world through lust". The
1351 Council of Constantinople formally recognized
and approved the "Confession of Faith" as Eastern
Orthodoxy’s basic creed that Palamas submitted. In this
doctrine: God’s energeia is uncreated; “divinity” refers
not only to God’s essence but also His essential energy.
Man may participate in God's energeia but not in God's
essence. In Chinese theological terms, God’s energeia
in Eastern Orthodox theological thinking is akin to
heaven-earth’s righteousness ¢i theology. Eastern
Orthodox theological thinking on God’s transcendence
and immanence, matches the Chinese philosophy on
unity of heaven-man. Chinese theology considers both
theories of Chinese philosophy and Eastern Orthodox
theology on “origin” of the universe as mysteries;
with Eastern church fathers and theologians proposing
"divine energeia", while Chinese Confucian philosophy
proposed "Taiji", "noble ¢i", and "heaven-earth’s
righteous ¢i". Through dialogue, Eastern Orthodox
divine energeia theology and Chinese philosophy’s
heaven-earth righteous gi, can establish a communion
of Eastern and Western spiritual cultures.

Key Words: divinity, God’s essence, divine
energeia, theology of heaven-earth’s righteous ¢i,
theosis
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