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Is Wang Xinggong a Chinese Machist?

Wan Xiaoping (Anhui University)

Abstract: Wang Xinggong’s scientific and
philosophical ideas have been severely misconstrued
within the Chinese academic field. He is commonly
called a “Chinese Machist” in general textbooks. He
is often referred to as a proponent of “representative
of scientism”. These perspectives lack a solid basis.
This paper challenges the assertion that Russell’s
impact on Wang Xinggong is similar to that of Mach
by examining Wang Xinggong’s original works:
Mach’s positivism and logical positivism are distinct
stages, with Wang Xinggong being more influenced
by the latter stage; Mach held a stance against
metaphysics, whereas Wang Xinggong generally did
not exhibit opposition towards metaphysics. Wang
Xinggong’s philosophical perspectives align more
closely with those of Russell, hence, it would be more
precise to characterize him as a “Chinese Russellist”.

Key Words: Wang Xinggong, Mach, Russell, old
positivism, new positivism, logical positivism



