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Reality and Transcendence: An Analysis of the
Three-Layer Connotation of the Thought of “The
Joy of Confucius” in the Early Song Dynasty

Wang Junfeng (School of Marxism, Hunan
University of Science and Technology)

Abstract: This paper mainly analyzes the
connotation of the idea of “the joy of Confucius and
Yan” in the early Song Dynasty from the perspectives
of transcendence and reality. It is also believed that
the previous research on the connotation of the “Joy
of Confucius” in the early Song Dynasty has mostly
focused on its transcendent connotation, and the
focus of the “Joy of Confucius” thought is the natural
manifestation after reaching the realm of the sage
of the unity of man and Tao. And this just dilutes
the practical purpose that it emphasized when it was
reintroduced in the early days of science. Therefore,
this paper first analyzes the inevitability of the rise
of the idea of “the joy of Confucius and the joy” and
the practical purpose of reintroducing the idea of “the
joy of Confucius and the face” from the aspects of its

historical origin and practical needs. Then, based on
the two perspectives of reality and transcendence, the
connotation of the thought is divided into three levels:
the “joy of seeing the Tao” of following reason, the
“joy of the Tao” of transcending the realm, and the
“joy of doing the Tao” of realistic care. In order to
show that the idea of “the joy of Confucius and Yan”
in the early Song Dynasty not only has transcendent
connotations, but also has the realistic connotations
of further restoration. From the perspective of
transcendence, “The Joy of Confucius” is a further
improvement of Confucianism in the field of spiritual
cultivation, and it is an extremely intelligent realm
that is difficult for others to understand. From the
perspective of its reality, the transcendence of the inner
saint is fundamentally for the outer king of reality,
and ultimately points to the unity of all things in
their place. Finally, the idea of being based on reality
is also reflected in the relevant words and deeds of
Confucianism.

Key Words: Confucianism, The Joy of
Confucius, transcendence, Reality
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