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The Evolution and Development of Qi Theory
in Taoist Philosophy -- Focusing on Zhuangzi’s

Philosophy, Jixia Huang-Lao Daoism

Pang Yanfei (Soochow University)

Abstract: The Qi theory is the core of internal
logic self-consistency in Chinese philosophy. The Qi
theory of Taoism after Laozi had three tendencies:
focus on natural knowledge, focus on self cultivation,
and focus on society and politics. Zhuangzi and Jixia
Huang-Lao Daoism developed Laozi's ontology,
cultivation theory and cosmology of “qi” along these
three paths. At the ontological level, the two schools
deepened Laozi’s ontology of Tao into the oneness of
Tao and Qi. At the level of cultivation and cosmology,
Zhuangzi’s Qi theory focuses on the manifestation
of the subject's mind and the preservation and
maintenance of individual life, while Jixia Huang-Lao
Daoism focuses on the operation of realpolitik and
seeks to restore and reconstruct the social order. The
comparison of the Qi theories of Laozi, Zhuangzi, and
Jixia Huang-Lao Daoism facilitates an overall grasp of
the evolution and development of Daoist philosophy
from the pre-Qin to the Qin-Han periods.

Key Words: Qi theory, Laozi, Zhuangzi, Jixia
Huang-Lao Daoism



