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From Heidegger to Chinese-Western
Transcendental thinking (Part 1)

Gao Shankui (Institute of Philosophy, College of
Liberal Arts, Jinan University)

Leung In-sing (Editor-in-Chief, Cultural China)

Abstract: Leung started from Heidegger’s
“Holzwege” and deliberated Heidegger’s thoughts
of Being at the onset, which developed into his “Da-
sein” concept, and evolving next into divine essence



of the Last God. Levinas, Buber, and Marcel all
followed with discussions on “You”, transcending
egocentricity through interactions between people,
between people and the universe, and between people
and the truth. Plato, in another Western philosophical
tradition, deduces the eternity of things that exist in the
universe using contemporary mathematics. Western
culture obviously projects a very significant aspect
in the pursuit of transcendence. Chinese philosophy
has a different view. Mencius’ experience of flowing
in unison with heaven and earth, illustrates inherent
correlation between humanity and transcendence. Gao
briefly summarized Leung’s basic observations, and
denoted the difference between Levinas and Heidegger.
Heidegger emphasizes the emotional state of living
in the world that atomizes individuals within it, while
Levinas believes in a preexisting moral relationship
with the others. Additionally, Plato viewed the world
from the Demiurge perspective and believed that the
world itself is beautiful and good. Aristotle achieved
his divine perception step by step through rational
understanding. There is also a transcendent dimension
in Mencius, but the Chinese like to imagine God from
a human perspective, so they have not reached the
absolute, unified, and transcendent ideal God. Leung
next discussed contemporary Chinese philosophers

addressing immanence combined with transcendence,
along with problems of existence. For example, Mou
Zongsan’s theory of wisdom is that man is limited
yet can become infinite, but whether achievable in
practice is still a question. Teleological inference can
recognize the existence of the Creator, but is limited
as no mutual relationship can be established. Learned
in Tao and Yijing may realize the mystery within
“Xuan” and “Shen”, yet priority lies in grasping
exigencies in history. Adeptness for mystery demands
people to remain humble before the truth, maintain
faith and retain hope. Marx, Bloch and Moltmann thus
developed a philosophy of hope and a theology of hope.
Finally, Gao rounded up Leung’s basic views as three
ways God and man communicate: one is God reaching
out to man; next is man reaching out to God; third path
is the interactive relationship between man and God,
necessitating man to keep a humble spirit, as a finite
being aspiring after infinite pursuits, to be open to the
Last God, to wait upon Him all the time, to listen for
His rewards and responses.

Key Words: Holzwege, the other, I-You,
the eternal You, transformative participating and
educating, coexisting with the others
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