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Discussion on Ontology and Method:
A Dialogue on How Feng Youlan, Tang
Junyi, Mouzongsan and Cheng Zhongying
Endeavored to Reconstruct the System of
Chinese Philosophy (1)

Li Yuanjun, Huang Yangiang

(Institute for Philosophy Studies, Jinan University)

Leung In-sing (Editor-in-chief, Cultural China)

Abstract: Has there been a paradigm shift in
the development of Chinese philosophy study in the
contemporary China? How did this paradigm shift
occur and complete? For Professor Leung In-sing, the
editor-in-chief of this journal, during the period of his
academic visit to Jinan University, he held an academic
dialogue on this issue with scholars of the Institute for
Philosophy Studies, Jinan University in Guangzhou.
Professor Leung sorted out the contributions of mod-
ern Confucian philosophers such as Feng Youlan, Tang
Junyi, Mou Zongsan and Cheng Zhongying in the pro-
cess for a reconstruction of Chinese philosophy from the
perspective of history, and then focused on the analysis
of Professor Cheng Zhongying’s “ontological hermeneu-
tics” to the insights of Chinese philosophy to the world.
In the opinion of Professor Leung, the introspection
of Cheng Zhongying’s “ontological hermeneutics” can
establish the Perceptive Awareness (B8 .2 4]), and
Tang Junyi’s Empathic Benevolence (J&&,2{~) can
establish the benevolence of sensation. If philosophers
can integrate the two ideas above, they can establish a
new Confucian ontological knowledge category today,
S0 as to trod out a possible way for the dialogue between
Chinese and Western philosophy, moreover to promote
the mutual understanding for each other in a pluralistic
and different cultural situation.

Key Words: New Confucian School, Ontological
Hermeneutics, Empathic Benevolence
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Ontological Hermeneutics in Ontology
Differentiates Chinese and Western Theologies
Cheng Chung-ying (University of Hawaii)

Abstract: Understanding Western religious
faith and theology requires some“interpretation”. Yet
“interpretation” here refers neither to an objective
“exegesis”, nor a subjective “explanation”, but one that
includes both subject and object.

“Interpretation” seeks for a complete meaning
with a possible value concept. Interpretation also
involves the concept of ontology that unifies subject and
object, extending philosophical thinking infinitely to
include the ideas of God and Shangdi. Chinese and the

Western theological concepts are remarkably distinctive.
The West borrows the Chinese word Shangdi, to denote
a transcendental self-existing personality, a synthesis by
Hebrews and Greeks, to become an incomprehensible
object. In contrast, Chinese philosophical tradition
accords Shangdi as creator of the universe with heaven-
earth’s same creative power with incessant life-giving
force, demonstrating concomitantly a nonperson creative
existence. This suggests the possibility of spontaneous
life, and the significance of man’s existence. Pertaining
to the ultimate existence, China and the West have
divergent understanding. Western theology develops
through its religious experiences; from Judaism to
Christianity and related Abrahamic faiths, all emphasize
the transcendence and unknowability of an omnipotent
God. A basic question lingers intrinsically in Western
religious revolution: can there be a return finally to
real life experience? Yet having undergone a religious
revolution during modern times, the West reverts to
the extreme dualism of transcendence and immanence.
However, Chinese philosophical tradition purports
Shangdi first transmutes heaven into natural universe,
then transmutes Tao into life processes, and then
embodies in man’s soul as emotions and perceptions.
This article traces the Western theological development
process and examines its theoretical model’s progression
from original Greek philosophy. Despite aspiring
towards monism, mutual influence of Western religious
faiths and theology compels reversion to its original
dualistic existence. Yet Chinese theology, based upon
Chinese philosophy, does not insist on the transcendent
objectification of God. Taoist deities exist in the natural
universe, at least eschewing a supra-natural unreal
world. Chinese Buddhists have also integrated the
natural world into their Buddhist cosmology. Mainstream
Confucianism uses human life experience to understand
the variability and creativity of existence, and same to
explain the divine nature, rather than the existence of
divine objects. The so-called God may encompass the
continuous regenerative creativity in man and universe,
including the ritual practices of Confucian civilizing
ethics. Chinese theology incorporates the oneness of
transcendence and immanence, and the ontological
unity of heaven and man.

Key Words: Ontological hermeneutics, ontology
of life, Western theology, Chinese theology
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From Li-gi and Dao-qi to Nature Produces
Everyday and Becomes Everyday: Explore
the Logical Level of the Development of Wang
Chuanshan’s Philosophical World

Lu Xugin (Soochow University)

Abstract: This paper will be divided into four

parts to discuss the logical level of Wang Chuan-
shan’s philosophical world. The first part, in the
context of moving from the cosmology-Qi theory
of Han Dynasty Confucianism to the theory of
cosmology in Song-Ming Period, Wang Chuan-
shan inherits and enriches the thought of Zhang
Hengqu the theory of Chi, formed the theory of
Tiandao-noumenal doctrine that Li is dominant in

Chi. The second part, the flowing Yin-yang can
condense into concrete utensils (Qi), Tao hidden in
concrete utensils can be revealed in people’s prac-
tical activities, formed the theory of cosmology
that Tao and Qi are not separated and unified in the
Xing. The third part is Humanity comes from the
way of heaven. Man obtains nature by destiny, the
inner nature is transformed into the virtue in peo-
ple’s heart, which is manifested in the practical be-
havior of specific people from the inside out. At the
same time, people can learn the principle of exter-
nal things, promote the expansion of Humanity, and
the theory of harmony between Man and Nature by
carrying the Tao and the Tao by the life. The fourth
part of based on his own subjective existence, man
not only explores the beginning and end of the
world, but also feels the expansion and growth of
his own moral life. People inherit innate good na-
ture, practice the day after tomorrow. This is the
effort theory of human nature about Man Inheriting
nature and nature produces everyday and becomes
everyday in the activity of life. Finally, the implic-
it, historical and comprehensive characteristics of
Chuanshan philosophy are generally described. In
conclusion, this paper in based on the philosophical
perspectives of implicit and explicit, starting from
historical existence of people, from the grand theo-
ry of Tiandao-ontology to the concrete effort theory
of human nature, Wang Chuanshan’s integrated
philosophical world is gradually revealed.

Key Words: Wang Chuanshan, Li-gi, Dao-qi,
metaphysics and physics, nature produces everyday
and becomes everyday
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Introduction to Subjective Rule

Liu Yixiang (Xi’an Philosophical Society)

Abstract: Rule has a definite linkage in a certain
paradigm loop; it can be classified into objective
and subjective rule. Objective rule is innate and
unchangeable, it can only be utilized. Subjective rule is

a technical creation, it is changeable, can be eliminated
or replaced. Objective rule is the goal of scientific
discovery, subjective rule is the secret of technical
creation. Contrary to the objective rule of “Things Come
First”, subjective rule stands for “Reasons Come First”.
The subjective rule of technical creation is bounded by
eight factors. Subjective rule is classified into material
and idea form, positive and negative form, natural and
false image form. Under certain circumstances, no-rule
surpasses any rule. Understanding objective rule doesn’t
imply freedom of man, only subjective rule base on the
understanding of objective rule can bring about freedom
of man. Subjective rule is originated from Aristotle,
Chinese philosophy in the 1960s once touched this
sphere but in vain. The study of subjective rule brings
on significant meanings in five aspects.

Key Words: Subjective rule, creation, technical
substance, reasons come first, freedom.
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Modern Technology and Philosophical
Basic

Shankui Gao(Jinan University, Department of
Philosophy)

Abstract: Modern technology has brought about
important transformations between the past and the
present, for example, no god means practice instead
of meditation; no goodness means that technological
progress free from valuation; no soul means the rebellion
of desire against reason. There are three possible
solutions to the question of modern technology reason,
they are Heidegger’s artistic thinking, Benjamin’s
theological-political project and return to nature right
of Chinese and western traditions. These strategies are
not to completely oppose the application of technology
or give up the modern lifestyle, but to provide critical
perspective of scientific and technological rationality.

Key Words: Plato, Timaeus, Gene-editing infant,
Cosmology, Heidegger, Benjamin
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Unity of Heaven and Human and The Self
Disclosure of Being
Leung In-Sing (Editor-in-chief, Cultural China)

Abstract: Chinese philosophy of “Unity of Heav-
en and Human” pertains to comprehending the universe
and life holistically. Ancient Chinese sages observed all
things in the universe to discover the whole world as re-
plete with endless goodness and order, even manifesting
as benevolence and righteous conscience in the human
heart. Through reflection, they believed that the root of
the universe is a unified ontological being, manifesting
as power and self-nature in heaven and earth. Meditation
and cultivation enable people to realize the oneness in
universe and life, and to experience the unity of heaven
and man. Biblically, God reveals Himself to the world
in two ways: one is “self-disclosure of being”, the other
is “God’s revelation in history.” From scriptures, God
displays eternal power and divinity in His glory and in
His Spirit. Understandably, God’s glory radiates divine
energy which may expand into “theology of righteous-
ness of heaven and earth.” Chinese theology regards “The
Self-disclosure of Being” as God’s creation, governance,
and preservation, ceaselessly regenerating all things. In
this process, God’s pervasive eternal energy and divin-
ity activates all things, becoming the ontological being
for all. Through philosophical reflection and empirical
observation, the value of eternal goodness of the on-
tological being is realizable as in the unity with man’s
mind-nature. The root for unity of heaven and man lies
in God’s attributes permeating heaven and earth. The
philosophy of unity of heaven and man is congruent to
the Chinese theological exposition on self-disclosure of
the ontological being. Based upon “self-disclosure of
being” line of thinking, Chinese theologians can estab-
lish a theology of the unity of heaven and human that
integrates with Chinese culture and philosophy, so as
to promote the revival of Chinese cultural values in the
contemporary era.

Key Words: the unity of heaven and human, the
awesome spirit (of righteousness), The self-disclosure
of Being, God’s direct revelation, theology of the righ-
teousness of heaven and earth.
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Some Contemporary Interpretations of the
| Ching:

The Divinity and Brightness in the Idea of
the Unity of Heaven and Human

Zhang Fengqgian (Xi’an International
University)

Abstract: In The | Ching, the basis of the unity
of heaven and human lies in the idea that the three
elements, heaven earth and human, are one. Specifically,
there are various ways and forms such as observation,
sensing, adaptation, and helping each other to make
it happen. However, human virtue and position are
different, and the level and effect of concord with
heaven are also distinct. The repeated question of “who
can do the same” in The Interpretations of I Ching
means that the unity of heaven and human is not easy
to achieve. The ideal situation is the unity of the gentle
man, the great man, or the saint with the heaven. The
combination of the divinity of the way of heaven and
the reason for the people’s actions can stimulate and
rise up the miraculous physical properties, which can
be prepared for the people in advance, which contain
the spirit of science. The theory of the unity of heaven
and human also includes the idea that the rulers of the
upper echelons should be like the vastness of heaven
and earth and the light of the sun and the moon, without
conditions, without restrictions, and with timely
adjustments. The duty of the ruler is the right of the
people. These ideological resources have many parallels
with modern democratic concepts.

Key Words: The | Ching, Heaven, Sage, Divinity,
People, Brightness, Unity
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A Brief Discussion about Joseph Edkins
Textual Research on Yiking and Dialectical
Critique of Divination

Lu Feiyue (Minzu University of China)

Abstract: Joseph Edkins was a British missionary
who came to China in the late Qing Dynasty. He
devoted his life to studying Chinese civilization as
well as adopting a missionary strategy of combining
Confucianism, criticizing Buddhism and Taoism for
evangelization. He combined Christian theology and
comparative religion for researching and believed
that the ancient Confucianism was morally pure, no
mysticism, and worshiped God Haotian which is like
Judaism. Joseph Edkins was naturally concerned
about the Yiking for it is the most significant canon
in Confucianism. He followed the research method
of Textology in Qing Dynasty to analyze the origin
of Yiking and believed that he found the origin and
development of the Innate Gossip while denying
created by Shaoyong. Yiking was originally a book of
divination which was divided by Edkins into two parts:
those related Yiking and those unrelated for uniting
with Confucianism. Joseph’s research on Yiking had
influence on both Western Sinologists and Chinese later
scholars.

Key Words: Joseph Edkins, Yiking, the Innate
Gossip, Divination
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A Study of Leung In-Sing’s Theology of
Gratitude

Zhang Kai (Minzu University of China)

Abstract: Leung In-Sing’s gratitude-theology is
based on the “heaven” theory of mutual understanding
between Confucianism and Christianity, and on the
basis of analyzing the connotation and nature of “heaven”
in the Confucian classics of the pre-Qin period, he tries
to connect Confucianism and Christian theology from
the two paths of the emergence of “Moxian Tian” and
the gleaming of “Langxian Tian”. From the “communing
relationship” in Chinese culture to understand the
“relationship between God and man” in Christian
theology, we can develop The theology of loving-kind-
ness which means “God is love” and The theology of
communication which means the connection between
heaven and man, which can be collectively called
“loving-kindness and communication” theology. The
concepts of “loving-kindness” and “communication”
in Gratitude Theology can not only be reasonably
explained in theological thoughts, but also reflected in
a series of grateful actions to honor God and benefit
people.

Key Words: “Moxian Tian”, “Langxian
Tian”, The theology of loving-kindness, communing
relationship
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To Challenge Stereotypes: The Chinese
Other in the American Film Industry
Yang Jing (Guangdong University of Foreign

Studies)

Abstract: Chinese women actors often play
the role of silent sidekicks in Hollywood and func-
tion as the marginalized Other in American cine-
matic history. Two recent Asian-centric American
films, Crazy Rich Asians (2018) and The Farewell
(2019), construct multi-layered Chinese women
characters in defiance of the deeply embedded
Western-centric mentality. By setting them against
the Asian filmmaking convention in the US, the
paper examines how the two films manage to tran-
scend Hollywood’s Orientalist paradigm by chal-
lenging the exotic stereotypes. Throughout decades,
the Asian filmmakers struggle to intervene in the
mainstream imagination to engage with discourses
of race, gender and cultural hierarchy in the US.

Key Words: Hollywood, Chinese women, ste-
reotype, Orientalism, challenge
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Focusing on the Chinese Consciousness
of the Catholic Church in the Republic of China
from the Perspective of “Panshi Magazine”
(1932-1937)

Liu Dingdong (School of Philosophy and
Religion, Minzu University of China)

Abstract: As a public publication of the
Youth Department of the Chinese Catholic Church,
founded by the Youth Association Branch of
Furen University in Beiping, and later organized
by the National Steering Committee of the Youth
Association of the Chinese Catholic Church, “Panshi
Magazine” was a well-known, in-depth, and wide-
ranging publication in the Chinese Catholic Church
in the 1930s. The“Chinese consciousness” of
the Catholic Church, as we refer to it in “Panshi
Magazine”, has two main aspects, namely the
macro level of patriotism and the concrete care for
nearby people (specific communities). The former
has two meanings: one is the universal spirit of
pacifism, and the other is the realistic awareness of
national identity; The latter also has two themes,
namely “educating the people” and “saving the
people”. Overall, the Chinese consciousness of
the Catholic Church in the Republic of China
has the characteristics of being public, proactive,
constructive, local, and contemporary. This is
a historical experience that the contemporary
Chinese Catholic Church should learn from to
further participate in the development of Chinese
social history.

Key Words: “Panshi Magazine”, Sinicization
of Catholicism, Chinese consciousness
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Modern Chinese Folk Painting: An
Interpretation Based on the Relationship
between Locality and Modernity

Zu-qun Zhang, Hao-tian Zhao

(Department of Cultural Heritage, School of
Design and Art, Beijing Institute of Technology)

Abstract: Peasants’ painting boned in the
local area are created by farmers at first and record
Chinese farmers’ daily lives. They are real materials
that carrying the memories of changes in rural life in
China. Modern Chinese folk painting is a functional
continuation and artistic extension of traditional Chinese
peasant painting. Based on the historical development
sequence, the case comparison method is applied to
analyze the four comparative dimensions of Huxian
peasant painting in Shaanxi province, Jinshan peasant
painting in Shanghai city, Xinji peasant painting in
Hebei province, and Baiyangdian reed painting in Hebei
province, presenting an overall trend of returning from
political service to life art. The artistic characteristics
and aesthetic value of modern Chinese folk painting,
exploring its cultural connotations is analyzed, will
help promote the revitalization of rural areas in China.
On the basis of analyzing the bottlenecks in the
development of modern Chinese folk painting, future
trends such as increasing local confidence, driving local
employment, and increasing local income are explored
in this paper.

Key Words: Chinese peasant painting, modern
Chinese folk painting, case comparison
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From Face Culture to Chinese Image

- the Cultural Reflection and Quantitative
Research of Telling Chinese Stories Well

Wang Yi (Lanzhou City University)

Abstract: In the cultural situation of China,
it is very easy for people to confuse subjective face
culture with relatively objective images. As a result, the
international communication of Chinese image may be
regarded as a national-level face engineering. Through
the study of the book International Communication
of China's Image since the Reform and Opening, we
realized that the national image shows its identity of a
country. Based on this, other countries can determine
who they are and their national characteristics. So
that they can show the promotion of their own names
and identities, build their own prestige, and form
soft power in international political affairs. The book
analyzes the evolution of the concept of international
communication in China since the reform and opening
up; drawing on the theory of international development,
organizing the informative historical materials and big
data, and showing the international image of China
since the reform and opening up; Clear the image of
China since the reform and opening up accurately; and
with problems-oriented, we put forward a strategy of
telling Chinese stories from the perspective of common,
co-construction, sharing, and win-win international
development. In the perspective of comparison, the
article explores the cultural factors behind the story of
Chinese stories and the scientific research of Chinese
image in international communication.

Key Words: face culture, Chinese image, soft
power, national image
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What are Poets and Their Poems can be?

--Reflections on Reading Mr. Zhao Fujie’s
“Jingzhizhai Poetry”

Zhang Bo (School of Philosophy and Social
Development, Northwest University of Political Science
and Law)

Abstract: The broad sense of “poetry” is
“thinking”. The narrow sense of poetry is a lan-
guage expression from that people are driven by
passion and have rhythm for the life world. It is
representation of pre-metaphysical and pataphys-
ics. It is a way for human beings to observe nature,
society and life. It is also a way for human hearts
and spirits to fly and soar freely. German Roman-
tic poets and poetic philosophers reflect and crit-
icize “Modernity” in their own different ways of
speaking, in order to pursue “Poetic Dwelling”,
rebel against the hegemony of scientific and tech-
nological rationality, and protect humanistic values
and meanings. Traditional oriental poets and their
poems, through “feeling and expression ambition”,
“chanting temperament”, enter Confucianism and
dwell in Taoism, in the mysterious sages and wise
man, pursuing freedom and harmony among them-
selves in sincerity, and finally achieve the realm of
the unity of nature and human, which integrates
truth, goodness and beauty.

Key Words: Modernity criticism, philosoph-
ical axiology, the realm of the unity of nature and
human
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