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Focusing on the Chinese Consciousness
of the Catholic Church in the Republic of China
from the Perspective of “Panshi Magazine”
(1932-1937)

Liu Dingdong (School of Philosophy and
Religion, Minzu University of China)

Abstract: As a public publication of the
Youth Department of the Chinese Catholic Church,
founded by the Youth Association Branch of
Furen University in Beiping, and later organized
by the National Steering Committee of the Youth
Association of the Chinese Catholic Church, “Panshi
Magazine” was a well-known, in-depth, and wide-
ranging publication in the Chinese Catholic Church
in the 1930s. The“Chinese consciousness” of
the Catholic Church, as we refer to it in “Panshi
Magazine”, has two main aspects, namely the
macro level of patriotism and the concrete care for
nearby people (specific communities). The former
has two meanings: one is the universal spirit of
pacifism, and the other is the realistic awareness of
national identity; The latter also has two themes,
namely “educating the people” and “saving the
people”. Overall, the Chinese consciousness of
the Catholic Church in the Republic of China
has the characteristics of being public, proactive,
constructive, local, and contemporary. This is
a historical experience that the contemporary
Chinese Catholic Church should learn from to
further participate in the development of Chinese
social history.

Key Words: “Panshi Magazine”, Sinicization
of Catholicism, Chinese consciousness



