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To Challenge Stereotypes: The Chinese
Other in the American Film Industry
Yang Jing (Guangdong University of Foreign

Studies)

Abstract: Chinese women actors often play
the role of silent sidekicks in Hollywood and func-
tion as the marginalized Other in American cine-
matic history. Two recent Asian-centric American
films, Crazy Rich Asians (2018) and The Farewell
(2019), construct multi-layered Chinese women
characters in defiance of the deeply embedded
Western-centric mentality. By setting them against
the Asian filmmaking convention in the US, the
paper examines how the two films manage to tran-
scend Hollywood’s Orientalist paradigm by chal-
lenging the exotic stereotypes. Throughout decades,
the Asian filmmakers struggle to intervene in the
mainstream imagination to engage with discourses
of race, gender and cultural hierarchy in the US.

Key Words: Hollywood, Chinese women, ste-

reotype, Orientalism, challenge
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