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A Brief Discussion about Joseph Edkins
Textual Research on Yiking and Dialectical
Critique of Divination

Lu Feiyue (Minzu University of China)

Abstract: Joseph Edkins was a British missionary
who came to China in the late Qing Dynasty. He
devoted his life to studying Chinese civilization as
well as adopting a missionary strategy of combining
Confucianism, criticizing Buddhism and Taoism for
evangelization. He combined Christian theology and
comparative religion for researching and believed
that the ancient Confucianism was morally pure, no
mysticism, and worshiped God Haotian which is like
Judaism. Joseph Edkins was naturally concerned
about the Yiking for it is the most significant canon
in Confucianism. He followed the research method
of Textology in Qing Dynasty to analyze the origin
of Yiking and believed that he found the origin and
development of the Innate Gossip while denying
created by Shaoyong. Yiking was originally a book of
divination which was divided by Edkins into two parts:
those related Yiking and those unrelated for uniting
with Confucianism. Joseph’s research on Yiking had
influence on both Western Sinologists and Chinese later
scholars.

Key Words: Joseph Edkins, Yiking, the Innate
Gossip, Divination
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