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Some Contemporary Interpretations of the
I Ching:

The Divinity and Brightness in the Idea of
the Unity of Heaven and Human

Zhang Fengqgian (Xi’an International
University)

Abstract: In The I Ching, the basis of the unity
of heaven and human lies in the idea that the three
elements, heaven earth and human, are one. Specifically,
there are various ways and forms such as observation,
sensing, adaptation, and helping each other to make
it happen. However, human virtue and position are
different, and the level and effect of concord with
heaven are also distinct. The repeated question of “who
can do the same” in The Interpretations of I Ching
means that the unity of heaven and human is not easy
to achieve. The ideal situation is the unity of the gentle
man, the great man, or the saint with the heaven. The
combination of the divinity of the way of heaven and
the reason for the people’s actions can stimulate and
rise up the miraculous physical properties, which can
be prepared for the people in advance, which contain
the spirit of science. The theory of the unity of heaven
and human also includes the idea that the rulers of the
upper echelons should be like the vastness of heaven
and earth and the light of the sun and the moon, without
conditions, without restrictions, and with timely
adjustments. The duty of the ruler is the right of the
people. These ideological resources have many parallels
with modern democratic concepts.

Key Words: The I Ching, Heaven, Sage, Divinity,
People, Brightness, Unity
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