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Reflection on Thoughts and Actions
Toward "Sinicization"

Tang Honglin(Guangdong Union Theological
Seminary)

Leung In-Sing(Editor-in-chief, Cultural China)

Abstract: Sinicization of Christianity, a hotly
debated subject currently in domestic political, religious
and academic circles with a long history of nearly a
century, is a popular topic even in overseas Chinese
Christian communities.  Various aspects of Christian
sinicization in politics, religion, and academia are
linked by Dr Leung to the Christian missionary model
in China, relatedly to his own ministry over the years
to the three circles in China. In him we see an overseas
scholar’s sincere heart, his patriotic love for his nation,
his servant spirit and ardent love for his people, culture,
and his God. Such patriotism and spirit of servanthood
come from Christian spirituality, and from sentiments
in Chinese cultural tradition for family and country. In
a world of sin and suffering, sinicization of Christianity
accrues to the sacrifice and redemption in Christ
crucifixion; to the traditional Chinese cultural heritage
of revering heaven and loving men; and to the love for
faithfulness, forgiveness and benevolence to confront
evil dark powers in the real world.

Keywords: Sinicization; cultural integration;
servant consciousness; the salvific way
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Chinese Cultural Tradition and
Cosmopolitanism

An Ximeng (Shanxi University)

Abstract: Cosmopolitanism is an ideal, not a
reality. It’s a decentralized theory, not a systematic
theory. It has many different names. From ancient times
to modern times, it has been increasingly perfect and
close to realization. It has been partially realized in the
world. Confucius once advocated “great harmony with
the world”. Sun Yat-sen carried forward the concept
of “the world for the common good”. He absorbed the
“universal ideas” of Western socialists. The idea of
“world government” was formed in recent times. It was
the ideal of our sages to organize a “union of sovereign
states” to jointly maintain peace and eliminate war.
This article is just to sort out the idea of the unity of
the world, without any practical suggestions. This is a
theoretical idea, not a practical one. Chinese scholars
in modern times studied western ideas and then used
them to examine Chinese classics to find new ideas. By
combing through old papers, they gained a lot and were
able to enlighten the people. We should have a grand
vision, facing the world more advanced thinkers broad
spirit.

Key Words: Internationalism, stateless world,
World government, The legal system, Democracy,
Citizens of the world
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Modernizing Confucianism from He Lin’s
Religious and Cultural Perspective

Li Yue (Minzu University of China)

Abstract: As a representative scholar of
contemporary Neo-Confucianism. He Lin has an
advanced understanding of the new development of
Confucian culture. In the field of religion and culture,
Chinese and Western thought are linked and studied,
and spiritual concepts are used as a link between
religion and culture. Using Confucianism as the national
spirit and Western culture as a complementary axis
to the cultural system, different ways of establishing
Confucianism in a modern society are sought. Based on
He Lin’s thesis, this paper brings He Lin’s understanding
of Confucian culture and Christian spirituality up
to date and attempts to modernise the possibilities
of Confucian culture, supported by the thinking of
contemporary scholars on the subject.

Key Words: He Lin, Confucian culture,
Confucianism, modernization of Confucianism
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Unity of Heaven and Man and the Rapport
of God (Part 2)

Ontological Understanding and Loving-
kindness from God and Man’s Mutual Fusion
and Assimilation

Leung In-Sing (Editor-in-chief, Cultural China)

Abstract: Philosophy of “Unity of Heaven and
Man” is China’s insight of the holistic universe and life.
It’s thinking accrues to Yi-jing’s conceptual framework
of heaven, earth and man. To Cheng Zhongying, tai-
ji engenders all things including hexagrams with their
interpretative system. Ontology therefore involves the
whole creation process of universe and consciousness,
as well as the concept of reflection. In ontological
reflection, the mind-nature presumes the original spirit,
the conjoint of intelligence and goodness. Cheng’s
ontological hermeneutics is ontology of the universe
uniting with human cognitive interpretation activities,
being a new 21* century idea of “unity of heaven and
man”. Profound Chinese theological implications
are contained in Cheng’s ontological hermeneutics.
Theological considerations: (1) Omniscience and loving-
kindness are the Triune God’s basic attributes. (2) The
Triune God created heaven, earth, and man. Embodying
the fundamental essence, He becomes the ontology of
all things, rendering the world as a complete ontological
system. (3) Human nature is equipped for spiritual
rapport with God. Interactions of man and the holistic
world spawn a dynamic ensemble. (4) The heaven-
earth-man ontology is derived from the Triune God’s
original creation retrospectively. (5) Manifestations
and revelations of Triune God are shaping man’s
religious experience in faith and salvation. According
to Chinese thinking on “unity of heaven and man”
man possesses understanding and loving-kindness,
corporeal to the ultimate fundamental truth. According
to theological thinking, the understanding and loving-
kindness in man’s heart is a manifestation of God’s
ontological understanding and loving-kindness. By
faith, man can be grafted to Christ, the original Logos,
through ontology, to bear the “fruit of the Holy Spirit”
of love and righteousness. In faith, man’s life returns
to its original soul-spirit state, wherein love and
knowledge are unified in a mind of understanding and
loving-kindness rooted in God. Through fusion and
assimilation between God and man, this unity induces
theosis of man. The theological unity of God and man
can thus be appreciated from the “unity of heaven and
man” philosophy.

Key Words: Unity of heaven and man, Ontology,
Ontological Hermeneutics, Perichoresis, Theosis
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Delivering and Dallying as Civilization
Monitoring

Zhai Chongguang, Wang Zimeng (College
of Arts, Hebei Normal University)

Abstract: Liu Xiaofeng’s “Delivering and
Dallying” has had a great influence in the new era
of China. Its criticism of Confucian cultural beliefs
and Taoist aesthetic spirit has a radical and unique
personality. Under the reflection of Christian cultural
concepts, it shows that Chinese Poetics and aesthetics
have the characteristics of affirming earthly life and
weakening the transcendental dimension. “Seeing
Culture through the Eyes of Christ” as a method has a
certain impact on later literary criticism and research.

Key Words: Liu Xiaofeng, Confucian, Taoism,
Delivering and Dallying, Christian Culture
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The Origin, Evolution, Logic and
Significance of the Concept of “Wu Xing” (Five
Elements)

Tang Hui(Guangzhou Huali Vocational College
of Science and Technology)

Deng Qinghong(Hunan Institute of Technology)

Abstract: The concept of “Wu Xing” (Five
Elements) originates from ancient generations’
astronomical observation and calendar making process,
during which they established a system of time to
manage production and life based on the apparent
motion of celestial bodies. The approximate geological
basis of such activity is between the Yellow River
and the Huai River in China, located at the eastern
and northern hemisphere, whereas the exact location
involves rulership, governance and religion at the
time. “Wu Xing” is closely related to “Yin-yang”, “Wu
Xing” (Five Planets) and “Wu Fang” (Five Positions),
indicating the celestial motion, time-space relationship,
phenology and the corresponding human and social
practices. The essence of “Wu Xing” is the legacy and
routine practices of an agriculture-based society, which
are summarized by idioms like “be born in spring and
grow in summer, harvest in autumn and store in winter”,
“to carry season’s luck, obey season’s pattern, seize
season’s chance, follow season’s course, do seasonal
works and harvest seasonal fruits”, etc. In the view of
philosophy of culture, “San Cai” (Three Talents), “Wu
Xing” (Five Elements) and “Ba Gua” (Eight Trigrams)
all belong to “Da Yan Zhi Shu” (Numbers of Evolution),
which is a quasi-quantitative interpretation system of
the universe and human civilization. Therefore, the
original meaning of “Wu Xing” (Five Elements) and its
fictional and metonymic extension in application could
be more appropriately elaborated with the help of this
interpretation system.

Key Words: Wu Xing (Five Elements), origin,
evolution, logic, meaning
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A New Solution of Oracle Bone Inscriptions
“Decyl” Shape

Xie Jingquan (Chaoyang Municipal Party
School)

Cao Meng (School of Culture and
Communication, Putian University)

Abstract: The original interpretation of “decyl”
has been controversial in history, and there is no con-
vincing explanation. Through a comparative analysis
of the characters in Yin ruins, Zhou Yuan and various
characters in Shang and Zhou bronzes, this paper be-
lieves that the original form of “decyl” is a turtle; in an-
cient times, “decyl” was used to record the last heavenly
sun and temple number; “decyl” is used as a side, and
the form of “decyl” has evolved. The original form of
oracle bones of “Gui” and its usage show that “turtle”
had specific cultural value in ancient times.

Key Words: Oracle, Gui, turtle, sky trunk
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Historical Summary of Research on the
“Book of Music”
Sun Xingqun (Researcher at Fujian Art Research

Institute)

Abstract: The “Book of Music” describes music
in relation to state, politics, society, nature, human
relations, emotions, morals, and ethics. It allows people
to realize the true meaning of its thoughts through
“analogous inference” by exposing myriad facets of a
wandering mind that traverses time and space, infused
with realistic and romantic thinking. The Five Classics
during Han Dynasty comprised the “Yijing or Book of
Changes”, “Book of Documents”, “Book of Odes”, “Book
of Rites” and “Spring and Autumn Annals”. Early Tang
Dynasty added the “Rites of Zhou”, “Book of Etiquette
and Ceremonial”, “Gongyang Biography” and “Guliang
Biography”; and then “Classic of Filial Piety”, “Analects”
and “Erya Dictionary” were included in Kaicheng’s
reign (836-840 AD). Altogether, they constituted the
Twelve Classics. “Book of Mencius” was added during
Song Dynasty, and hence this collective reference
emerged as Ming Dynasty’s Thirteen Classics. Being
at the core of ancient Chinese culture, understanding
ancient Chinese traditional culture requires knowing the
Thirteen Classics, even the important role of “music”.
Historical studies with annotations and commentaries
on the “Book of Music” encompass Han and Tang’s 14
works; Song’s 26 works; Yuan and Ming’s 26 works;
and Qing’s 68 works; during 1911-49 Nationalist period,
1 volume with 4 articles. Inaccurate records since the
founding of PRC show 29 volumes with 75 articles by
mainland academic circles; Hong Kong, Macao and
Taiwan produced 6 volumes with 5 articles; foreign
scholars from Japan, Czech Republic and South Korea
contributed 1 volume with 6 articles. The author
conducted a comparative study with 11 questions on
musical aesthetic thoughts between the “Book of Music”
and “prosody or poetics”. Additionally, examining 30
Guodian bamboo slips pertaining to “Xing Zi Ming
Chu” chapter (nature conferred by Heaven’s mandate) as
retrieved from “Chu’s Tomb#1”, he confirms the “Book
of Music” was composed in mid-Warring States Period.
Such investigative bibliography provides a basis for
research into our ancient “Books of Rites and Music”,
broadens vistas on past and present worlds, opens
the door to ancient books and documents. His study
of “Books of Rites and Music” proffers an overview,
brief description, historical summary, and self-evident
academic value.

Key Words: Book of Music, Annotaton on The
Book of Music, Study of “Book of Music”
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The Theory of Self-Cultivation of Huiru-the
Core Concept of “Cheng” (Sincerity) and “Jing”
(Reverence)

Bi Fang (Minzu University of China)

Abstract: The Theory of Self-Cultivation is
a concept of traditional Chinese philosophy, mainly
discussing the way to achieve virtue in traditional
Chinese culture. As a method, its research includes
not only the self-cultivation theory of Confucianism,
Taoism and Buddhism, but also the theory of Huiru
(Chinese Muslim scholars in Ming and Qing dynasty).
This paper argues that the self-cultivation theory of
Huiru mainly discusses the specific practical methods
of Chinese Muslims to know Allah through experiential
observation, to prove the essence of virtue, to lead
to the ultimate good, and to return to Allah, which
includes three levels: the acquisition and application of
knowledge, the understanding and practice of morality,
and the inner transcendence of religious rites. As an
integral part of the Chinese Islamic philosophical
system, the theory of self-cultivation of Huiru is
implemented in all aspects of the religious and social
life of Chinese Muslims, emboding the realistic and
transcendent life pursuits, including not only religious
obligations, but also moral ethics, not only inheriting the
norms of heteronomy, but also promoting self-discipline.
The discussion on the self-cultivation theory of Huiru
conforms to the development of the Sinicization of
Islam, embodies the distinct characteristics of localized
Islam, and is the collision and integration of Islamic
civilization and Chinese civilization. This research not
only conducive to promoting traditional Chinese virtues,
but also the common values of mankind, promoting
mutual understanding and affinity, jointly cope with
modern challenges.

Key Words: Huiru, The Theory of Self-
Cultivation, “Cheng” (Sincerity), “Jing”(Reverence)
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What is Wu GuanZhong'’s Paintings Known
for?

Wei Wei (Changsha Youdian Yisi Education
Consultancy Co. Ltd.)

Abstract: To consolidate the artistic transition of
Wu GuanzZhong, this article collaborates his thoughts on
Chinese paintings and concludes the historical meaning.
His works during the critical period were illustrated
and linked up, to get hold of his thoughts and genre.
Comparing with the Western abstract ideas, his works
reflect the core of Chinese abstract aesthetics.

Key Words: Wu GuanZhong, abstract
construction, oil-painting, Chinese brush painting,
baroque, poetic
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Audiovisual Technology Empowerment &
Narrating Innovation

Sun Yulong (Beijing Film Academy)

Abstract: In 2014, the articles “A Teenager
Tashi’s Media Journey” and “Mother’s Story: Social
Interaction and Self-Construction of a laid-off female
Worker” sparked annual controversies. The focus of
controversy is that two students completed their master’s
thesis in the form of storytelling and were awarded the
provincial excellent thesis. “Storytelling itself does not
determine whether the text is a thesis or a narrative, but
whether the narrative act can ask and answer scholarly
questions.” Since then, the phenomenon of completing
master’s and undergraduate dissertations with the style
and language of storytelling has emerged like a flood. At
the same time, the changes of new imaging technology,
subject and professional language are also increasingly
obvious. Change is always on the way. In today’s era,
image has become a “borderless ecology” form of “public
service + industrial development”, which is completely
immersed in daily life, and image language has become
an indispensable tool in daily life.

Key Words: technology empowerment,
Audiovisual narrating innovation
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A Preliminary Study of the Ecotheology
of Greek Orthodox Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew

Li Lin (Minzu University of China)

Abstract: The first thing that this paper has
discovered is that the study situation of the Eco-theology
of the Christian tradition in the Chinese language is
poor. Through a review of the development of ecological
theology and the current state of relevant research, the
author found that it is a great pity that the ecological
perspective of the Greek Orthodox Ecumenical Patriarch
of Constantinople, Bartholomew, a representative figure
of the Orthodox Church, has not been studied for a long
time in China. Bartholomew’s Eco-theology is based on
the ancient liturgical tradition of the Orthodox Church
and focuses on the theoretical resources of Orthodox
spirituality, a style and value of ecological theology that
is very different from the rational discursive tradition of
Western Europe and North America. This paper argues
that Bartholomew’s Eco-theology was born out of a
unique reinterpretation of traditional Orthodox theology,
forming the basis for a distinctive cosmic concern, and
that his interpretation of the relationship between human
beings and nature can not only complement or expand
the Eco-theology we know from Western European
and North American thought, but also stimulate new
thinking and perspectives on ecological themes in the
Chinese-speaking world.

Key Words: Eco-theology, Greek Orthodoxy,
Bartholomew
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The Road to Constructing a Disciplinary
System of Sino-Christian Academic Theology

--Sino-Christian Academic Theology: The
Study of Christianity as an Academic Discipline
by Paul Huang

He Danchun (College of Liberal Arts, Shanghai
University)

Abstract:In the flourishing development of
Chinese theology, Sino-Christian Academic Theology:
The Study of Christianity as an Academic Discipline
proposes Sino-Christian Academic Theology, discusses
the development direction of Christian studies as a
disciplinary system, and puts forward the requirements
for the disciplinary system and academic norms of
theology. The book distinguishes between “Sino-
Christian Academic Theology”, “Sino-Christian
Theology”and “Religious Studies”, thus highlighting
its academic characters of and Chinese context. The
book also explains the possibility and necessity of
the construction of the discipline of Sino-Christian
Academic Theology. On the one hand, the book
mentions the exemplary effect of the development
history of Christian studies in Western Europe on
the construction of the Sino-Christian Academic
Theology system; on the other hand, the author also
mentions the significance of the construction of Sino-
Christian Academic Theology for the development
of the discipline, as well as the urgent problems
faced by the study of Christianity in the Chinese-
speaking world. In addition, the author introduces the
systematic disciplinary system through five parts after
comprehensively considering the eight constituent
factors of Chinese academic theology. The author
gives the Finnish model for our reference, but how
to make it work for us and realize a breakthrough
in the construction of the disciplinary system needs
to be further explored, such as the formation of an
academic community of Chinese-language theology, the
construction and use of the local discourse and research
tools of Chinese-language academic theology, the
enhancement of exchanges between disciplines and the
maintenance of one’s own disciplinary characteristics at
the same time, and the promotion of the establishment
of a discipline of Religion, and so on.

Key Words: Sino-Christian Academic Theology,
Sino-Christian Theology, Christian studies
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