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The Road to Constructing a Disciplinary
System of Sino-Christian Academic Theology

--Sino-Christian Academic Theology: The
Study of Christianity as an Academic Discipline
by Paul Huang

He Danchun (College of Liberal Arts, Shanghai
University)

Abstract:In the flourishing development of
Chinese theology, Sino-Christian Academic Theology:
The Study of Christianity as an Academic Discipline
proposes Sino-Christian Academic Theology, discusses
the development direction of Christian studies as a
disciplinary system, and puts forward the requirements
for the disciplinary system and academic norms of
theology. The book distinguishes between “Sino-
Christian Academic Theology”, “Sino-Christian
Theology”and “Religious Studies”, thus highlighting
its academic characters of and Chinese context. The
book also explains the possibility and necessity of
the construction of the discipline of Sino-Christian
Academic Theology. On the one hand, the book
mentions the exemplary effect of the development
history of Christian studies in Western Europe on
the construction of the Sino-Christian Academic
Theology system; on the other hand, the author also
mentions the significance of the construction of Sino-
Christian Academic Theology for the development
of the discipline, as well as the urgent problems
faced by the study of Christianity in the Chinese-
speaking world. In addition, the author introduces the
systematic disciplinary system through five parts after
comprehensively considering the eight constituent
factors of Chinese academic theology. The author
gives the Finnish model for our reference, but how
to make it work for us and realize a breakthrough
in the construction of the disciplinary system needs
to be further explored, such as the formation of an
academic community of Chinese-language theology, the
construction and use of the local discourse and research
tools of Chinese-language academic theology, the
enhancement of exchanges between disciplines and the
maintenance of one’s own disciplinary characteristics at
the same time, and the promotion of the establishment
of a discipline of Religion, and so on.

Key Words: Sino-Christian Academic Theology,
Sino-Christian Theology, Christian studies



