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Historical Summary of Research on the
“Book of Music”
Sun Xingqun (Researcher at Fujian Art Research

Institute)

Abstract: The “Book of Music” describes music
in relation to state, politics, society, nature, human
relations, emotions, morals, and ethics. It allows people
to realize the true meaning of its thoughts through
“analogous inference” by exposing myriad facets of a
wandering mind that traverses time and space, infused
with realistic and romantic thinking. The Five Classics
during Han Dynasty comprised the “Yijing or Book of
Changes”, “Book of Documents”, “Book of Odes”, “Book
of Rites” and “Spring and Autumn Annals”. Early Tang
Dynasty added the “Rites of Zhou”, “Book of Etiquette
and Ceremonial”, “Gongyang Biography” and “Guliang
Biography”; and then “Classic of Filial Piety”, “Analects”
and “Erya Dictionary” were included in Kaicheng’s
reign (836-840 AD). Altogether, they constituted the
Twelve Classics. “Book of Mencius” was added during
Song Dynasty, and hence this collective reference
emerged as Ming Dynasty’s Thirteen Classics. Being
at the core of ancient Chinese culture, understanding
ancient Chinese traditional culture requires knowing the
Thirteen Classics, even the important role of “music”.
Historical studies with annotations and commentaries
on the “Book of Music” encompass Han and Tang’s 14
works; Song’s 26 works; Yuan and Ming’s 26 works;
and Qing’s 68 works; during 1911-49 Nationalist period,
1 volume with 4 articles. Inaccurate records since the
founding of PRC show 29 volumes with 75 articles by
mainland academic circles; Hong Kong, Macao and
Taiwan produced 6 volumes with 5 articles; foreign
scholars from Japan, Czech Republic and South Korea
contributed 1 volume with 6 articles. The author
conducted a comparative study with 11 questions on
musical aesthetic thoughts between the “Book of Music”
and “prosody or poetics”. Additionally, examining 30
Guodian bamboo slips pertaining to “Xing Zi Ming
Chu” chapter (nature conferred by Heaven’s mandate) as
retrieved from “Chu’s Tomb#1”, he confirms the “Book
of Music” was composed in mid-Warring States Period.
Such investigative bibliography provides a basis for
research into our ancient “Books of Rites and Music”,
broadens vistas on past and present worlds, opens
the door to ancient books and documents. His study
of “Books of Rites and Music” proffers an overview,
brief description, historical summary, and self-evident
academic value.

Key Words: Book of Music, Annotaton on The
Book of Music, Study of “Book of Music”



