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A New Solution of Oracle Bone Inscriptions
“Decyl” Shape

Xie Jingquan (Chaoyang Municipal Party
School)

Cao Meng (School of Culture and
Communication, Putian University)

Abstract: The original interpretation of “decyl”
has been controversial in history, and there is no con-
vincing explanation. Through a comparative analysis
of the characters in Yin ruins, Zhou Yuan and various
characters in Shang and Zhou bronzes, this paper be-
lieves that the original form of “decyl” is a turtle; in an-
cient times, “decyl” was used to record the last heavenly
sun and temple number; “decyl” is used as a side, and
the form of “decyl” has evolved. The original form of
oracle bones of “Gui” and its usage show that “turtle”
had specific cultural value in ancient times.

Key Words: Oracle, Gui, turtle, sky trunk



