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Unity of Heaven and Man and the Rapport
of God (Part 2)

Ontological Understanding and Loving-
kindness from God and Man’s Mutual Fusion
and Assimilation

Leung In-Sing (Editor-in-chief, Cultural China)

Abstract: Philosophy of “Unity of Heaven and
Man” is China’s insight of the holistic universe and life.
It’s thinking accrues to Yi-jing’s conceptual framework
of heaven, earth and man. To Cheng Zhongying, tai-
ji engenders all things including hexagrams with their
interpretative system. Ontology therefore involves the
whole creation process of universe and consciousness,
as well as the concept of reflection. In ontological
reflection, the mind-nature presumes the original spirit,
the conjoint of intelligence and goodness. Cheng’s
ontological hermeneutics is ontology of the universe
uniting with human cognitive interpretation activities,
being a new 21" century idea of “unity of heaven and
man”. Profound Chinese theological implications
are contained in Cheng’s ontological hermeneutics.
Theological considerations: (1) Omniscience and loving-
kindness are the Triune God’s basic attributes. (2) The
Triune God created heaven, earth, and man. Embodying
the fundamental essence, He becomes the ontology of
all things, rendering the world as a complete ontological
system. (3) Human nature is equipped for spiritual
rapport with God. Interactions of man and the holistic
world spawn a dynamic ensemble. (4) The heaven-
earth-man ontology is derived from the Triune God’s
original creation retrospectively. (§) Manifestations
and revelations of Triune God are shaping man’s
religious experience in faith and salvation. According
to Chinese thinking on “unity of heaven and man”
man possesses understanding and loving-kindness,
corporeal to the ultimate fundamental truth. According
to theological thinking, the understanding and loving-
kindness in man’s heart is a manifestation of God’s
ontological understanding and loving-kindness. By
faith, man can be grafted to Christ, the original Logos,
through ontology, to bear the “fruit of the Holy Spirit”
of love and righteousness. In faith, man’s life returns
to its original soul-spirit state, wherein love and
knowledge are unified in a mind of understanding and
loving-kindness rooted in God. Through fusion and
assimilation between God and man, this unity induces
theosis of man. The theological unity of God and man
can thus be appreciated from the “unity of heaven and
man” philosophy.

Key Words: Unity of heaven and man, Ontology,
Ontological Hermeneutics, Perichoresis, Theosis



