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Reflection on Thoughts and Actions
Toward "Sinicization"

Tang Honglin(Guangdong Union Theological
Seminary)

Leung In-Sing(Editor-in-chief, Cultural China)

Abstract: Sinicization of Christianity, a hotly
debated subject currently in domestic political, religious
and academic circles with a long history of nearly a
century, is a popular topic even in overseas Chinese
Christian communities. Various aspects of Christian
sinicization in politics, religion, and academia are
linked by Dr Leung to the Christian missionary model
in China, relatedly to his own ministry over the years
to the three circles in China. In him we see an overseas
scholar’s sincere heart, his patriotic love for his nation,
his servant spirit and ardent love for his people, culture,
and his God. Such patriotism and spirit of servanthood
come from Christian spirituality, and from sentiments
in Chinese cultural tradition for family and country. In
a world of sin and suffering, sinicization of Christianity
accrues to the sacrifice and redemption in Christ
crucifixion; to the traditional Chinese cultural heritage
of revering heaven and loving men; and to the love for
faithfulness, forgiveness and benevolence to confront
evil dark powers in the real world.

Keywords: Sinicization; cultural integration;
servant consciousness; the salvific way
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