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Cultural Reflection on “Criminal Law
Empire”

Liao Yi, Wang Ke (Professor of the Law School
of Wuhan University, PhD candidate of the Law School
of Wuhan University)

Abstract: When the country’s desire for power
expansion and the expansion of the criminal law system
are in parallel, the relevant practice will gradually
give birth to the discourse structure of “criminal law
imperialism”, and even become the official ideology.
The “empire” armed by this ideology can be called
“criminal law empire”. The Chinese regime, which has
long been called the “criminal law empire” in the West,
is only a modern construction of imperial discourse. At
present, the discourse of “criminal law imperialism”
dominated by the West is more and more close to a
dynamic cultural system. Through practical discourse
and discourse practice, the intention, mode, system and
reform of the expansion of national criminal law power

13

are linked together. China’s “criminal law empire”
discourse should be deeply examined from the cultural
level.

Key Words: Criminal Law Empire, Discourse,

Culture



