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From “Interpretation of the Fatal Principle
of Heaven” to “Self Construction of Practical
Circumstances”--Dialectics of the Discourse
Field, Pragmatic Boundary, and Functional Limit
of Confucian Core Values

Yuan Yida, Li Jiansen (School of Marxism,
Xi’an Northwest University)

Abstract: In terms of academic theory, within a
specific historical and social community, the Confucian
culture and its core values, which represent a high level
of civilization paradigm, are almost devoid of much
intellectual controversy and doubt on the issues of
the recognition of the exemplary intellectual content
and discourse paradigm it upholds and advocates, as
well as the “reliability” and “validity” of its historical
rationality. The current situation is that we are facing
an era in which the old tradition is no longer present
and the new tradition is not very “integrated”. The
Confucian culture and its core values, which were once
applicable to the natural economy era, are becoming
very external, passive, and narrow due to the loss
of traditional genes, theoretical advantages, and
institutional advantages, and are facing the danger of
continued marginalization and the awkward situation of
survival through cracks. However, from the perspective
of the present and future, the beneficial positive things
and good deeds that we need to do should be based on
the context of the qualitative changes in the community,
based on a clear and clear coordinate and orientation
of contemporary ideological and cultural (map) of
Confucian culture, and based on the high vision of the
dialectical view of the changing situation of Chinese
and Western historical civilization, and carefully
reflect on the past excessive reliance on pro-political
discourse and the grand ambition of comprehensive
inclusion. In order to substantively promote the
transformation of contemporary Chinese society
and culture from a “community of human relations
(subjects)” to a “community (citizens) community”,
we should effectively base ourselves on the practice
and value regulation of the new community of modern
civil society, clarify the theoretical boundaries and
theoretical space, transform existing discourse practices
and the ways in which they act on the new reality
of heterogeneity, and create exemplary and leading
liveliness. The vivid new culture and value field and
atmosphere provide a reliable foundation for Chinese
society to enter the new form of civilization creation of
human beings, lay a solid foundation for the people’s
good spiritual life, and provide new and original
conceptual contributions and more legitimate reasonable
grounds.

Key Words: community, Confucianism, core
values



