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On Chan Master Yuan Huanxian’s
Teaching about Zhuangzi

Wang Kun (Department of Philosophy, Tsinghua
University)

Abstract: Yuan Huanxian (22 41[]) from Sichuan
Province has been seen as a typical Chan Master, and
many excellent disciples and followers have come out
of his teaching. He is considered to be proficient in
Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism as well. This
paper focuses on his very teaching on Zhuangzi (§£ 1)
Through analyzing his specific views and interpretation
methods on Zhuangzi, this paper highlights Yuan’s
characteristic of seeing Taoism with the eye of Chan,
and further more tries to make an interpretation and
comment on it from the perspective of comparative
religions study. It can be concluded that the value of
Yuan’s teaching on Zhuangzi lies in: First, Yuan has
insight into the spirituality, so that he understands
Zhuangzi deeply and vividly; Second, his interpretation
method reflects the very tradition of Chinese culture,
that is, always advocating the unity of knowledge and
practice.
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