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Five Faces of Politics: Truth, Common
Sense, Opinion, Faith and Ideology

--The Logical Interpretation and the
Questioning of Faith on the Chapter 1-8 of Dao

Te Ching (Part Three)

Jun Wang(Theological Studies Scholar North
American)

Abstract: The third chapter is one of chapters
for Laozi to discuss the problem of politics in his
Dao Te Ching. Different from many interpreters who
looked “rule by letting-things-take-their-own-course”
as Laozi’s political idea, in this paper the author posed
another explanation that he think of Laozi’s “rule by
letting-things-take-their-own-course” as his appearance
of politics, and at the back of “rule by letting-things-
take-their-own-course”, there is a strong power to
support it, we can recognize it by noticing the activating
use of verb, and the author testified his insight by
distinguishing the five faces of politics, namely truth,
common sense, opinion, faith and ideology, and
analyzing the Laozi’s discourse in the third chapter
of Dao Te Ching. At the same time, the author did his
best in this paper to clarify the faces of politics and
to analyze their logical relations and to draw these
conclusions as follows: the field of politics is not the field
of truth, but the field of opinion, the aim of politics is to
build a reasonable order to sustain people’s normal life
based on their common sense, and to achieve this aim,
freedom is the necessary precondition and democracy
is a reasonable instrument, and truth or religion can be
involved into politics only when it is incarnated into a
kind of virtue of civil citizen, the reason of which lies
to avoid all kind of political ideological desires to utopia
which always appears as the faces of desire to truth and
faith. As for Laozi, he also fell into a trap of utopia for
his mistaking his opinion for an absolute truth.

Key Words: the five faces of politics, the field of
politics as a field of opinion, the abuse of truth and the
complex of utopia



