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State Religion, Why is it So Needed?

--An Interview with Professor Xie Xialing of
Fudan University

Tang Yan (Shanghai Jiao Tong University)

Preface: Prof. Xie Xialing is a Kantian scholar
though eminently identified with Confucian studies.
Profound knowledge of Western learning has forged
in Xie a broad-minded, talented, clear and compelling
academic style; a rarity among his older erudite peers.
Embodying an immense interest and concern in issues
of state governance, social ethics, common people’s
suffering, future of the rule by rites, etc., befits his
true intellectual’s sense of responsibility and mission.
Adept in sociological theory, Xie is a keen observer
of the current state of governance and the real life of
ordinary people. He understands accurately the “three
civilizations” amalgamation, the contemporary Chinese
societal moral construct that simultaneously absorbs and
integrates Western social theories, legal system, regard
for rights, and modern civilized reflections and analyses
on Chinese socio-political issues. From beginning
with reality to transcending daily concrete world,
from Western theoretical perspective then changing
back to Chinese angle, from single point expanding
onto entire surface, each layer ingeniously permeated
with deep insightful thoughts and grand schemes, all
totally inspiring! Younger scholars are mentored to
probe social reality, to engage problems, to recognize
Chinese contemporary issues and historical needs. He
encourages them to personally confront matters, to
research the classics, to appreciate global and Western
thinking, to promote integrating China with the West, to
enhance knowledge and traditional cultural awareness,
to continue reviving domestic academic traditions that
inculcate nationalistic fervency and cultural advocacy.



