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The Contribution of Modern Scholar Xu
Weiru to the Study of Hua Yan

Zhao Huayu (The Department of Philosophy,
Soochow University)

Abstract: Monks and lay people are both
important parts of the development of Buddhism,
like the two wheels of a car and the two wings of a
bird. Since modern times, Buddhism has been faced
with domestic troubles and foreign aggression, and
its development has almost stopped, so the elite lay
people have risen. They studied teachings to promote
the transformation of Buddhist studies, or they printed
Buddhist classics and wrote books to promote and
protect the Dharma. At the same time, they also took
the Buddha’s spirit of salvation and compassion as the
guidance to save the victims of the disaster. Xu Weiru
(1878-1937), from a buddhist family, regarded Yang
Wenhui as his teacher. “Studying Xian Shou Zong and
Practicing for Amitabha Buddha’s Pureland.” After
establishing direction and ambition, Xu Weiru and his
friends set up Beijing Buddhist Sutra Engraving Office,
Tianjin Buddhist Sutra Engraving Office in order to
print a large number of Hua Yan Sutra, and Xu was
determined to print Tripitaka(Dazangjing). Although
Xu had no systematic Hua Yan thought, he had a broad
vision of the modern Buddhism. He inherited Yang
Renshan’s Huayan thought, and was able to draw from
the Buddhist classics to guide a wealth of people.
Although Wei Ru was dead in his sixty years, Xu’s spirit
can be a heritage for the future generations to inherit.
Mr. Xu is a great man, because he has contributed to the
circulation of a grant many of Hua Yan Sutra books.

Key Words: Hua Yan scholar, Xu Weiru, Hua
Yan Classics, Beijing and Tianjin Buddhist Sutra
Engraving Office
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