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The Women’s Liberation Movement in
the Dual Perspective of Modernization and
Sinocization of Christianity

-Take Liu Wang Liming-One of the
Founders of the Chinese Women’s Temperance
Association-as an Example

Wang Fan (The Institute of Philosophy and Reli-
gion, of Minzu University of China)

Abstract: The wave of World Feminism origi-
nated from the West. After the Opium War, with the
entry of Christianity, especially female missionaries, it
had an impact on Chinese society which was based on
Confucian traditional norms and ethics. This article will
divide the liberation of women under the guidance of
Christian missionaries into three periods, female awak-
ening under the advocacy of male missionaries, female
awakening under the advocacy of female missionaries,
and self awakening under the advocacy of Chinese fe-
male elites. This can reflect the positive contribution of
Christianity to the liberation of Chinese women. This
article takes the case of Ms. Liu Wangliming, the found-
er and leader of the Chinese Women’s Temperament As-
sociation and a member of the Central Committee of the
China Democratic League, as an example, and regards
Ms. Liu Wangliming’s experience and writings as clues.
Also, linking Christian faith and women’s liberation
movement, this article explores the process of women’s
liberation in China under the dual perspectives of the
Modernization and Sinocization of Christianity. This
article argues that Liu Wangliming is a women’s move-
ment talent who both does well in theory and practical
experience, and combines the spirit and practical meth-
ods of Christian social charity and social service with
the local needs in China. However, her ideology about
women’s liberation also has its limitations in terms of
era and class.

Key Words: Liu Wang Liming, Christianity,
women’s liberation



