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The Walking “Other”: An Analysis of the
Phenomenon of Qian Rechu (1919-1927)

Wang Zhiwei, Xia Quan (Guangdong
Polytechnic Normal University)

Abstract: Qian Rechu had been devoted to the
transformation of Chaoshan since Revolution of 1911
when he started to improve the education level in his
hometown and create newspapers and periodicals
in order to enlighten the students and mass through
news media. In the 1920s and 1930s, Qian Rechu,
living in Chaoshan region, was labeled variously by
the people of that time, becoming the walking “other”.
This unique cultural phenomenon concerning him
resulted from the influence of that era and his concrete
behaviors. Therefore, making researches on Qian Rechu
can not only observe the phenomenon of common
people, following the trend of the times, involving and
participating in the social movements, but also discover
the forced and floating destiny of common people in
that era. Meanwhile, a specific example of the educated
who have to choose a way or orientation for proper
adjustments mentally and behaviorally in order to adapt
to the changes of the times in social transformation
period can be offered.

Key Words: Qian Rechu, Other, Ethos of Ling-
nan



